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I. Our Cultural Barriers to Knowing Jesus as King  

A. America was founded on the rejection of a tyrannical monarch - King George III. 
Consider the following words from the Declaration of Independence:  

1. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter 
or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem 
most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness…—Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of 
the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a 
candid world…  

B. Our nation was founded on the principle that life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness are unalienable rights, and that to secure these rights people can alter 
their government.  

1. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness 

C. We believe as Americans that we have the right to reorganize our government on 
the basis of what the majority believes will most likely provide for our security and 
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happiness. This is an excellent philosophy of governance when selecting earthly 
leadership that functions within a fallen world, undoubtedly the best in history. 
However, it is a poor philosophy if applied to our spiritual allegiance to a heavenly 
Kingdom, because it is almost guaranteed that your allegiance to King Jesus will 
cost you both your security and happiness.  

D. Just as the very best of imperfect parents can give us distorted view of God as 
Father, our imperfect pictures of government and leadership have given us a 
distorted view of how to relate to the Kingdom and it’s King.  

E. In modern American culture we a rampant distrust of government and it’s  
leadership. (insert stat)  

F. We have further become especially irreverently familiars with Jesus, depicting him 
as a caricature of His true self.  

G. I believe we have a deficiency in the knowledge of God in our culture that results in 
the absence of the fear of the Lord, which means we lack fundamental wisdom.  

1. Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge 
of the Holy One is understanding. 

H. Part of the way we are deficient in the knowledge of God, is our lack of knowing 
Jesus as King in a manner that produces reverence and awe. When you know His 
power and authority, this produces obedience that results in making wise choices. 
When children lack a healthy reverence and fear of authority, then they make unwise 
choices. 

II. Seeking First the King’s Dominion  

A. As Gatekeepers we must focus on and know the one we are calling for to come 
through our “gates”. We need to focus on the King of Glory, and know Him deeply. 
This is part of the invitation to us in this season as GateKeepers in this GateCity, 
that we would know the King of Glory.  
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1. Psalm 24:7 Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting 
doors! And the King of glory shall come in. 8  Who is this King of glory? The 
Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle. 9 Lift up your heads, O 
you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in. 10  
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah 

B. When we have revelation of Jesus as King, we are better prepared in faith to receive 
His Kingdom. Jesus message is referred to as the Gospel of the Kingdom, this 
means the good news of the King’s Dominion. This is the message that must fill the 
whole earth before the return of Jesus, that there is benevolent King of love and He 
has a kingdom that is eternal. He laid down His life for His subjects at the cross, 
was resurrected by the power of God, and is returning to establish His kingdom of 
righteousness on the earth. The Kingdom is both spiritually present now, and will 
one day be fully physically established on the earth at Jesus return. When Jesus 
returns, He will return as a resplendent King of Glory.  

1. Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come 

C. The association of God’s people on earth could be referred to also as a family, a 
body, and a priesthood, but we see it referenced most commonly by Jesus as the 
Kingdom. Jesus is described many ways in scripture as shepherd, friend, 
bridegroom, judge, teacher, and prophet, but His unique identity as a King over a 
Kingdom cannot be overstated. Knowing Him as King allows us to rightly 
participate in His kingdom with faith, and it’s myriad benefits of supernatural power, 
provision, wisdom, and favor.  

1. Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to you.  

2. Matthew 6:9 “This, then, is how you should pray:“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 10  your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
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3. Luke 11:20 But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom 
of God has come upon you. 

III. The King Eternal  

A. Jesus has always been a King, He was before His incarnation, in his first coming, 
and will be a King forever in His eternal reign.  

1. 1 Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

2. 2 Samuel 7:12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will 
raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  

B. The Pre-Incarnate King  

1. Joshua 5:13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted 
his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword 
drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or 
for our adversaries?” 14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army 
of the Lord I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth 
and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?” 
15 Then the Commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, “Take your 
sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua 
did so. 

2. Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and 
exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 
their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 
3 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the 
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whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. 
“I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 6 Then 
one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken 
with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this 
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 8 Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

3. John 12:41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him. 

C. The Incarnate King  

1. Luke 1:32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 
end.” 

2. Matthew 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, [a]wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, 
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen 
His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

D. The Future King  

1. Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be 
gathered before him 

IV. The Paradox of a Humble Glorious King  
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A. We see a stark contrast in Jesus conduct as a King in comparison to that of earthly 
kings. He came to represent the benevolence and love of the Kingdom of heaven 
which is unlike any earthly Kingdom. This was part of the mission of the first 
coming, that through loving sacrifice he would earn the voluntary allegiance of His 
earthly subjects. 

1. Matthew 20:25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

B. See the following examples the humility of our King in His first coming:  

1. Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, 
your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

2. John 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My 
kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from 
here.”37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, 
“You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this 
cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 

3. John 19:1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted 
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a 
purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the 
Jews!” And they slapped him in the face. 

4. John 19:19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: 
jesus of nazareth, the king of the jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, 
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for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was 
written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews 
protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man 
claimed to be king of the Jews.” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I 
have written.” 

C. However, we must not mistakenly ascribe weakness to Jesus, because of the 
humility and meekness of His first coming. He is the most powerful King who has 
ever existed. Consider these examples of His humiliation, degradation, and 
mockery contrasted with the glory and power of the coming King.  

1. Revelation 19:11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And 
He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges 
and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were 
many crowns. He [a]had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 
13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The 
Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in [b]fine linen, white and 
clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a 
[c]sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His 
thigh a name written: 

KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS.


2. The earthly king of the gentiles in Israel allowed a crown of thorns to be placed  
His head, they struck Him and stripped him naked, and wrote a mocking sign 
over His head. When he returns He will have have many crowns, on a white 
horse, at the head of a conquering army clothed in fine linen, and on His robe 
and thigh a name written ‘King of Kings and Lord of Lord’.  
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