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I. Review:  
 

A. Last week Ash laid out 4 divisive obstacles, and the corresponding connected solu-
tions. Here is a summary:  

 
1. Divisive obstacle: Legitimate legal disputes  

a) Connected Solution: Eternal perspective 
 

2. Divisive obstacle: Temptation from the world  
a) Connected Solution: Remember the pain of your former life 

 
3. Divisive obstacle: Specific questions around church practice  

a) Connected  Solution: Godly wisdom and discernment 
 

4. Divisive obstacle: Questions in freedom & conscience 
a) Connected Solution: Live out our redeemed freedom and prefer those of 

weaker conscience  
II. Overview:  
 

A. Fristly, I want to remind us of our behavioral values as a spiritual family, and the 
core commitments we have been discussing the past few weeks.  

 
B. In the intersection of our core commitments (what we do) and our behavioral values 

(how we do it) we will find clarity on what it means to live out our values. These are 
the spaces where we become connected in heart and action to one another as 
GateCity Church.  

 
C. It is in the living out of our shared values and corresponding commitments that we 

will discover incredible strength. There is supernatural power in united actions, 
around core commitments, inspired by deeply held biblical convictions. 

 
D. When we pray together things change. When we serve together as spiritual family in 

our community things change. When we share the gospel together things change. 
When we engage with the word together things change.  
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E. For example, we are all committed to the behavioral value of being “fervent in 

prayer & abandoned worship”, and as we act that out weekly in the prayer room or 
in worship services, our community takes on greater vibrancy! We all encounter 
God as we live out our behavioral values together around our shared core com-
mitments.  

 
1. Disclaimer! These are not the only values that are important, but they are the 

ones we are highlighting and clarifying as we live out Gatecity’s Unique expres-
sion. Clarity is kindness, and it helps members of our community know what is 
most important and the heart with which we want to do it.  

 
F. Yet I don’t want to stop today at simple clarifying the power of living our shared val-

ues, I want to call us to go ALL IN on living out a victorious christian life. Think 
about the power of the following progression: (1) Clarify the way we live according 
to the unique behavioral values and core commitments of GateCity (2) Then 
wholeheartedly live out those values (Go all in!) (3) Live Victoriously together!  

 
III. How we live:  
 

A. Behavioral Values:  
1. Fervent in Prayer, Abandoned in Worship, Committed to the Word  
2. Live & Lead from the feet of Jesus  
3. Devoted to Spiritual Family 
4. Laying down our lives for the lost  

 
B. Core Commitments:  

1. Participate weekly in the prayer room  
2. Join a house church or community group  
3. Gather for a Wednesday or Sunday service regularly   
4. Give generously and serve faithfully  
5. Engage globally 

 
C. We see many of our behavioral values and core commitments represented in the 

life of the early church. They were committed to to rhythms of prayer, worship and 



Connected, Part 3 
Vision for a Victorious Life  
Hazen Stevens 
Sunday, March 6, 22 
__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________                                                      

                                            3 

scripture, generosity, and spiritual family. They expressed these things in the tem-
ple, house to house, and among the lost (locally and eventually globally). 

 
1. Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ [n]doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 
44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 
45 and [o]sold their possessions and goods, and divided[p] them among 
all, as anyone had need.46 So continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 
gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added [q]to the church daily those who were being 
saved. 

 
IV. Wholeheartedness: Numbers 13 & 14  
 

A. In the following story we see the children of Israel receive the report of the spies, 
harden their hearts out of fear and rebellion, and then going on to try to take pos-
session of the land in their own strength. Had they heeded the words of Joshua 
and Caleb they would have had victory and received God’s promise themselves.  

 
B. The Spies Report 

 
1. Numbers 13:26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 

community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and 
to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They gave Mo-
ses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow 
with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are pow-
erful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of 
Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and 
Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along 
the Jordan.” 

 
C. Note: The spies and Joshua and Caleb each saw the same land full of both oppor-

tunity and difficulty, but their responses were totally different. The spies response 
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was one of fear, and Joshua and Caleb responded with hearts full of faith. They 
expected victory because of their confidence in the Lord.  

 
D. Calebs Counsel vs The Spies  

 
1. Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We 

should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do 
it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those 
people; they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites 
a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we ex-
plored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 
33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Ne-
philim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked 
the same to them.” 

 
E. The People Rebel 

 
1. Numbers 14:1 That night all the members of the community raised their voices 

and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the 
whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilder-
ness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? 
Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to 
go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a 
leader and go back to Egypt.”5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front 
of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb 
son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore 
their clothes  

 
2. Numbers 14:7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed 

through and explored is exceedingly good. Numbers 14:8 If the Lord is 
pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And 
do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. 
Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of 
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them.”10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of 
the Lord appeared at the tent of meeting to all the Israelites.(NIV) 

 
3. In the NEW LIVING Translation: Numbers 14:8 And if the Lord is pleased 

with us, he will bring us safely into that land and give it to us. It is a rich land 
flowing with milk and honey. 9 Do not rebel against the Lord, and don’t be 
afraid of the people of the land. They are only helpless prey to us! They 
have no protection, but the Lord is with us! Don’t be afraid of them!”(NLT)  

 
F. The Lord’s Judgment  

 
1. Numbers 14:11 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people treat 

me with contempt? Will they never believe me, even after all the miracu-
lous signs I have done among them? 12 I will disown them and destroy 
them with a plague. Then I will make you into a nation greater and mightier than 
they are!” 

 
2. Numbers 14:20 Then the Lord said: “I have pardoned, according to your word; 

21 but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord— 
22 because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in 
Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, 
and have not heeded My voice, 23 they certainly shall not see the land of 
which I [o]swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it. 
24 But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and 
has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his 
descendants shall inherit it…31 But your little ones, whom you said would 
be victims, I will bring in, and they shall [h]know the land which you have des-
pised. 32 But as for you, your[i] carcasses shall fall in this wilderness. 

 
G. A Futile Invasion Attempt 

 
1. Numbers 14:39 Then Moses told these words to all the children of Israel, and 

the people mourned greatly…44 But they presumed to go up to the moun-
taintop. Nevertheless, neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor Moses 
departed from the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who dwelt 
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in that mountain came down and attacked them, and drove them back as 
far as Hormah 

 
H. Lessons on Victory from Numbers 14 to New Covenant Believers 

 
1. Do not harden our hearts to God’s Word: Hebrews 3:7 So, as the Holy Spirit 

says: “Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as you 
did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, 9 where 
your ancestors tested and tried me, though for forty years they saw what I 
did.10 That is why I was angry with that generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are al-
ways going astray, and they have not known my ways.’11 So I declared on oath 
in my anger,‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ”[b] 12 See to it, brothers and sis-
ters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 
from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is 
called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s decei-
tfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 
conviction firmly to the very end…19 So we see that they were not able to 
enter, because of their unbelief 

2. A Sabbath-Rest for the People of God: Hebrews 4 Therefore, since the 
promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of 
you be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the good 
news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no 
value to them, because they did not share the faith of those who 
obeyed.[a] 3 Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has 
said,“So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’”[b] And 
yet his works have been finished since the creation of the world…9 There re-
mains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who 
enters God’s rest also rests from their works,[e] just as God did from 
his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no 
one will perish by following their example of disobedience. 

3. 1 Corinthians 10 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and 
sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed 
through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
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sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; 
for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was 
Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies 
were scattered in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples 
to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did…11 These 
things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for 
us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you 
are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation[c] has over-
taken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let 
you be tempted[d] beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted,[e] 
he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 

 
I. Power of Connection: Victorious Living Together 

 
1. 1 Corinthians 9:24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, 

but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may [i]obtain it. 
25 And everyone who competes for the prize [j]is temperate in all things. Now 
they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who 
beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, 
lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disquali-
fied. 

 
2. Romans 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons,[k] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
3. 1 John 5:4 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the vic-

tory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 
 

4. 1 Corinthians 15:54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperisha-
ble, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come 
true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”[h] 55  “Where, O death, is 



Connected, Part 3 
Vision for a Victorious Life  
Hazen Stevens 
Sunday, March 6, 22 
__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________                                                      

                                            8 

your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”[i] 56 The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my dear 
brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your la-
bor in the Lord is not in vain. 

 
5. Colossians 2:13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you[d] alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 hav-
ing canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having 
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them by the cross.[e] 

6. Colossians 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 
on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your[a] life, ap-
pears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 
7. Ephesians 3:10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold 

wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accom-
plished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we 
may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

 
 


