
We are Gatekeepers, Part 3 
Gatekeepers of the Family   
Hazen Stevens 
Sunday, January 16, 2022 
__________________________________________________________ 

I. Intro 

A. Overview of Gatekeeper Series: We are all called to be Gatekeepers of our person, 
our family, our church family, city, nation, and nations. 

B. Review: Two weeks ago we discussed keeping charge of the sanctuary of our souls 
as the first step to protecting the gates of our homes, church family, and ultimately 
our city, nation, and nations. We described how we do this by denying ungodly 
things in our soul and body, and letting our Spirit fill the whole of our being as we 
meditate on the things of God. The word is the greatest tool for denying ungodly 
things, and ushering in heavenly things into our souls. Last week Dustin touched on 
what it means to serve as Gatekeepers within spiritual family. 

C. GateKeepers: We are priests, individuals & corporately temples, and we are 
responsible for our gates. Our gates are our senses, what we speak, and what we 
meditate on. The word is our primary means of guarding our gates.  

D. Remember! - What you let through your gates doesn’t just impact yourself but 
your ability to ‘guard the gate’ in over your community. Whatever you let through 
your gates, you will have a harder time guarding against spiritually in your home or 
community.  

E. Today I want to talk about the implication of Psalm 127 on our spiritual and natural 
families. There are promises and much wisdom to be gained from this simple 
Psalm. We will emphasize three principles that apply to how we live as Gatekeepers 
over our family and community: (1) Gatekeepers live in utter dependence (2) 
Gatekeepers practice ruthless trust (3) Build family first as the foundation for life and 
ministry.  

II. Introduction to Psalm 127 (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-127/) 

A. Psalm 127:1-5 Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; 
Unless the Lord guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain. 2  It is vain for 
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you to rise up early,To sit up late,To eat the bread of sorrows; For so He gives His 
beloved sleep. 3  Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of the 
womb is a reward.4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior,So are the children of one’s 
youth.5 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them;They shall not be 
ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate. 

B. This psalm is titled A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. Most believe Solomon to be 
the author, yet it is possible that the psalm was composed by David for Solomon. In 
these notes, Solomon will be considered the author. 

C. “The strength of the Hebrew people in the past, and all that remains of it today, 
largely results from the keen sense which they ever cherished of the 
importance of the home and the family. The house, the city, labour, are all 
important to the conserving of the strength of the family.” (G. Campbell Morgan) 

III. As Gatekeepers we must live in utter dependence. Our efforts to build and guard 
our spiritual and natural homes are vain unless in response to God’s faithful protection. 
Only He can build and guard, we can do nothing apart from Him 

A. V. 1 Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless 
the Lord guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain. 

1. It is possible that the house built here is actually a family. “It may also 
signify the raising of a family, especially because this section precedes a unit in 
which the family is emphasized as a reward from the Lord (vv. 3-5). In the Old 
Testament it is usual to speak of a family as a ‘house’ even as we speak of a 
prominent family as a ‘dynasty’.” (VanGemeren) 

2. A Latin motto says, Nisi Dominus Frusta. It comes from the first words of this 
psalm and means ‘Without the Lord, Frustration.’ Often we make the mistake of 
believing we are more zealous that God for the purity, salvation, and 
righteousness of our households. 
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B. Unless the LORD guards the city: The watchman has his role and should stay 
awake, but God’s work and blessing are needed to truly guard the city. 

1. Isaiah 62 describes the vigilance of the Lord over His ultimate purposes for 
Jerusalem and all the redeemed who will one day dwell there. He watches 
continually over His purposes to see them established. Further, the spiritual 
watchman that God raises up He charges them to give Him no rest. They must 
continually cry out to God for his purposes in the earth. Just as God refuses to 
rest until His ultimate will is fully established, His watchmen do not rest until 
redemption is complete. Here in that fulness of redemption is signified in the 
restoration of the city of Jerusalem as a praise in all the earth. Our vigilance as 
Gatekeepers, priestly watchman and guardians, is to contend11q in response to 
His zeal. Truly, we cannot guard our families or cities except in response to 
God’s vigilance and zeal.      

2. Isaiah 62:1 For Zion’s sake I will not [a]hold My peace, And for Jerusalem’s sake I 
will not rest, Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, And her salvation 
as a lamp that burns…I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; vThey 
shall [f]never hold their peace day or night. You who [g]make mention of the Lord, 
do not keep silent, 7  And give Him no rest till He establishes And till He makes 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

C. Builds the house…guards the city: It’s especially meaningful that Solomon wrote 
this psalm, because he knew what it was like to both build a house and guard a 
city. Wise Solomon understood that though God welcomed and even commanded 
human effort and participation, His work and blessing were more important. 

1. “Note that the Psalmist does not bid the builder cease from labouring, nor 
suggest that watchmen should neglect their duty, nor that men should show 
their trust in God by doing nothing: nay, he supposes that they will do all that 
they can do, and then he forbids their fixing their trust in what they have done, 
and assures them that all creature effort will be in vain unless the Creator puts 
forth his power.” (Spurgeon) 
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2. John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

IV. As Gatekeepers practice ruthless trust! We can rest in our labors, because we 
have learned to trust.  

A. Psalm 127:2 It is vain for you to rise up early, To sit up late,To eat the bread of 
sorrows; For so He gives His beloved sleep. 

1. It is vain for you to rise up early: We gather that Solomon did not speak against 
hard work, because several of his proverbs praise the hard worker who rises 
early (Proverbs 6:6-11). From the first verse of this psalm, we understand that 
Solomon intended the trust many put in their hard work and the anxiety that 
showed reliance on self, not God (to eat the bread of sorrows). 

2. “But the psalmist decries this as an inferior way of life if the hard work is only for 
the purpose of providing daily food and clothing for oneself and the family. The 
higher way of life begins with trusting the Lord in one’s work.” (VanGemeren) 

a) Matthew 6:27 Which of you by worrying can add one [j]cubit to his 
[k]stature…Matthew 6:31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you. 

b) Philippians 6:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

3.  Bread of sorrows: “…living a life of misery and labours, fretting at their own 
disappointments, eaten up with envy at the advancement of others, afflicted 
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overmuch with losses and wrongs. There is no end of all their 
labours.” (Manton, cited in Spurgeon) 

4. For so He gives His beloved sleep: Men who are affected by reliance on their 
own work experience the anxiety that comes with it. God’s blessing is to give 
His loved ones sleep. They can be at peace knowing that God’s hand is at 
work and His eye watches even as they sleep. 

a) Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. 

b) Psalm 121:1 He will not let your foot slip— he who watches over you will not 
slumber; 4 indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep.The Lord will keep you from all harm-   he will watch over your life; 
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and 
forevermore. 

5. His beloved: “…an allusion to Solomon’s other name, Jedidiah, God’s 
darling.” (Trapp) “There may be a cryptic reference to himself by Solomon in the 
words ‘those he loves’ (v. 2). In Hebrew the words are actually ‘his beloved,’ the 
name God gave Solomon according to 2 Samuel 12:25: Jedidiah, meaning 
‘Beloved of Jehovah.’” (Boice)  

6. Solomon was confident in God’s personal love for Himself. He wrote himself for 
all time into the Psalm!  

7. Sleep: “Begone, dull, worrying care! Let me rest sweet Faith and Hope, close 
mine eyes and still my heart; Jesus, give me sleep, and in sleeping give me my 
heart’s desire, that I may awake and be satisfied.” (Meyer) 

V. Gatekeepers Prioritize the building of spiritual family.  

A. v. 3-5 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD,The fruit of the womb is a 
reward.Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s youth. 

__________________________________________________________________________                                                      

        !                                     !5

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Samuel+12.25&t=NKJV


We are Gatekeepers, Part 3 
Gatekeepers of the Family   
Hazen Stevens 
Sunday, January 16, 2022 
__________________________________________________________ 

Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them;They shall not be ashamed,But 
shall speak with their enemies in the gate. 

B. iii. “He gives children, not as a penalty nor as a burden, but as a favour. They are a 
token for good if men know how to receive them, and educate them. They are 
‘doubtful blessings’ only because we are doubtful persons.” (Spurgeon) 

C. If we want authority in our city that will only come as we prioritize raising up natural 
and spiritual family.  

D.  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior: In many ways children are like arrows in the 
hand of a warrior. 

1.  They must be carefully shaped and formed. 
2.  They must be guided with skill and strength. 
3.  They must be given care or they will not fly straight. 
4. They must be aimed and given direction; they will not find direction on their own. 
5. They are, in some respects, only launched once. 
6. They are an extension of the warrior’s strength and accomplishment. 
7. They have potential for much good or evil. 

E. We also must recognize not every relationship within spiritual family is the same. We 
will have a variety of relationships we must navigate especially with those we lead. 
We will undoubtedly have many variations, here are a few:  

1. Shepherding/Pastoring/Leading 
2. Professional Mentoring 
3. Spiritual Fathering and Mothering  
4. Natural Fathering and Mothering 

F. Examples of what fathers and mothers can offer: Guidance, Protection, Provision, 
Responsibility, Nurture, Encouragement, Love, Provide opportunities for growth, 
Challenge, Discipline ,. Vulnerability, Intentionality, Pursuit, Prayer  
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G. Examples of how those who follow them respond as sons and daughters: Honor, 
Obedience, Hard work, Submission, Rising to the challenge, Stewarding the 
provision, Making the most of the wisdom, Coming under the protection, Also 
providing encouragement, Vulnerability, Intentionality, Being open to being pursued, 
Affection  

H. “If it is a vain act to build a house without God or watch over a city without 
depending on God to preserve it, then it is even greater folly to try to raise a 
family without God.” (Boice) 

I. But shall speak with their enemies in the gate: The gate of an ancient city was 
a place of business and justice. This verse speaks of children of the godly having 
places of prominence and influence in their communities. “Nobody cares to meddle 
with a man who can gather a clan of brave sons about him.” (Spurgeon) 

J. “The gate was the place where justice was administered, and where was the chief 
place of concourse. It is therefore improbable that actual warfare is meant; rather, in 
the disputes which might arise with neighbours, and in the intercourse of city life, 
which would breed enmities enough, the man with his sons about him could hold 
his own. And such blessing is God’s gift.” (Maclaren) 

K.  “One can discover his ideal through his song. It is that of a prosperous city, its 
enemies kept outside its gates; and that of the secret of its prosperity as being the 
house well-built, in the spiritual and moral sense, and the families dwelling within 
such houses as being able to deal with its enemies in the gate.” (Morgan)
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