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__________________________________________________________ 

I. Introduction: In the opening of the first message in this series over 10 weeks ago I 
wrote the following: “In this series we will talk about the fundamentals of the Gospel, 
how to create a culture of invitation, live missional minded as a community, and move 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. In this first session, we will dive deep into God’s heart 
for those who don’t know him. God greatly loves those who don’t even know him yet, 
and through prayer, proclamation, and power we can be a faithful witness of His heart.”  

II. Summary of Series: In the weeks following that first message we have taught on what it 
means to live as a community that welcomes the lost and the prodigal, lives the Gospel 
as spiritual family, and are united across cultures, races, and generations as a witness. 
We are believing for a Luke 15 revival and the convicting power found in messengers 
like Elijah to touch our entire city. From Atlanta we believe a movement of prayer and 
missions will reach the hardest and darkest places of the earth. We were reminded 
from Chan Pridgen our Missions Pastor the call each one of us has to participate in the 
harvest of the nations through praying, giving, and going. Then on Missions Sunday we 
were reminded of our spiritual families work in the nations, and heard reports from our 
teams serving in Africa, the Middle East, and Central America. We raised over 73k 
dollars for our missions efforts. We also prayed our GateCity Global short term team to 
East Africa, two long term missionaries who are joining teams overseas, and our West 
Africa team preparing to launch in the coming months. We have also started an alter 
ministry team, and are adding more regularly the sharing of the Gospel to our Sunday 
services. Last Sunday at our Christmas service we saw 6 commitments to the Lord. 
We have held an initial interest meetings to re-launch ‘reach teams’, and have an initial 
plan in place to partner with house churches in reaching their neighborhoods through 
“Reach Weekends”. I say all this to emphasize that as a Church we are taking strides 
to do “The Gospel from Our Neighborhoods to Nations”, not just talking about it.  

III. Today I want to close this series with a very simple message on the fundamentals of 
discipleship. If you are a new Christian, or are discipling a new Christian, or plan to 
share the Gospel and begin to discipling people, then this message will be very helpful 
for you. Consider this message as you think about discipling your children, or you may 
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be practicing these personally but may consider if you are practicing them in a growing 
way.  

IV. Review: Sharing the Gospel 101 
A. The Gospel is the Power of God for Salvation. 

1. Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel [a]of Christ, for it is the power 
of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek. 

B. The message can be presented simple enough for a child to understand it. Take the 
presentation favored by Billy Graham and Campus Crusade for Christ known as 
steps to peace with God.  
1. God loves you and has a plan for your life. 

a) Romans 5:1 We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

b) John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

2. Your sin has separated you from God and his plan. There is no path to 
reconciliation with God through morality, philosophy, false religion, or any other 
means. (All have sinned)  

a) Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

b) Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3. God has made a way for restoration through Christ’s death and resurrection. 

a) 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus. 
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b) 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God. 

4. We must believe and receive God’s prescribed means to restoration and eternal 
life. (Galatians, This is the work of God to believe) 

a) John 1:12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God. 

b) Romans 10:9 If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

C. When a person makes the choice to believe and receive this message they have 
become a disciple. Often they experience the miraculous changes that come with 
making a sincere commitment to Christ, and having their Spirit born again. They 
know something has changed, but many times that aren’t sure how to nurture their 
newfound faith.  

D. Today, I want to reduce the first steps of the discipleship journey into three basic 
categories. I find even as we deepen in our relationship with Christ, these three 
categories encompass most of foundational behaviors of the Christian life. If we are 
practicing activities from each category we will generally be spiritually healthy and 
growing, if we neglect one our spiritual health can plateau or even decline.  

E. Just like if we want to be physically healthy we need to: eat right, sleep right, and 
exercise. Health is found in striking the balance among these three pillars of 
physical wellbeing, similarly if we want to be spiritually healthy we need to: (1) daily 
be in devotion through prayer, scripture, and worship (2) committed to spiritual 
family with real accountability and support (3) share the Gospel, disciple, and 
serve others using the ministry gifts and revelation God has given us. Let’s take a 
little time to explore each of these…  
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V. Daily be in devotion through prayer, scripture, and worship 

A. Scripture is our daily bread, it is the nourishment of the spiritual life. If we neglect 
the word, it is like neglecting to eat. 

1. Matthew 4:4  But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” 

B. The person whose delight is found in God’s word meditates on it day and night, the 
word promises this person ‘whatever he does shall prosper.’  

1. Psalm 1:2-3 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he 
[b]meditates day and night.3  He shall be like a tree Planted by the [c]rivers 
of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall 
not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 

C. Prayer is essentially conversation with God. We should both be speaking to God 
our requests, questions, and concerns, but also learning to hear and obey His voice 
by the Spirit. Entrusting our cares to God, and learning to hear God’s voice are 
foundational to following him in an intimate relationship.  

1. John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand. 

2. Philippians 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

D. Worship is part of reverencing God with the supreme worth that He is due. Our 
worship is not about our needs being met, it is about loving God deeply because 
He is deserving. Mary of Bethany is the ultimate picture of this kind of extravagance 
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in worship, it is not meant to be utilitarian or practical. True worship in Spirit and 
truth is what the Father is looking for.  

1. John 12:3 Mary therefore took a pound[a] of expensive ointment made from 
pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume…7 Jesus said, 
“Leave her alone, so that she may keep it[c] for the day of my burial. 8 For the 
poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” 

2. John 4:23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him. 

E. Practical ways to practice devotion:  
1. Practice setting aside daily time with God, and read the scripture 
2. Journal your revelation and prayers, and especially pray the scriptures  
3. Take time to intentionally worship God in light of what He is teaching you  

VI. Live committed to spiritual family with real accountability and support 

A. In the Covid era many aspects of community, work, and family have become 
relationally fragmented. It is harder for people to come together, and more are 
legitimately participating in work, family, and church through socially distanced 
methods. There is also greater availability for the best bible teaching, worship 
experiences, and we ourselves at GateCity Church are encouraging that by 
publishing our teaching and worship content online. However we must not forget 
that the very best content can never be a substitute for real spiritual family.  

B. You are not a part of a spiritual family because you listen a sermon series regularly 
or in person. We become spiritual family through offering our hearts and souls in 
vulnerability to others in such a way that we can be held accountable, hold others 
accountable, and give and received all means of spiritual and practical support 
through those relationships. House Churches are a means of building those kinds of 
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relationships, internships, participation in worship teams, serving in a variety of 
ministry teams, these are all on-ramps to building those kinds of relationships.  

a) Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and 
good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more 
as you see the Day approaching. 

C. Holiness only happens through the body of Christ walking together with God, it 
cannot happen in isolation because in isolation there is no confession, repentance, 
or walking out of righteousness. The new commandment given in the upper room 
can only be obeyed, “Love one another as I have loved you” when we live in 
proximity and real relationship with one another. If you struggle to build real 
vulnerable relationships because you have been rejected before and fear the same 
thing happening again, this is the right place for you. If you lack the relational skills 
to build authentic relationship, this church is committed to helping you develop 
those skills, this is the right Church for you. We are committed to passing through 
the trials of building authentic community, not going around them or trying to 
bypass them.  

1. James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective. 

2. 1 John 1:5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to 
you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 

D. Practical ways to practice spiritual family:  
1. Visit a house church, or join or start a bible study or prayer group 
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2. Find a place to serve on a worship team, connect with 212 or GateCity Kids, 
join alter, usher, or  production team where you can serve and build relationships 
with the people you serve alongside.  

3. Invite someone to coffee, instead of waiting to be invited (put coffee shop hours 
up)  

VII. Share the Gospel, disciple, and serve others using the ministry gifts and revelation God 
has given us 

A. We should all be sharing the Gospel as we go throughout life with co-workers, 
family members, and friends. We also have each been given spiritual and natural 
gifts, and these gifts are meant to be used to serve others. We are healthiest 
spiritually when we are being sharpened by the challenges that sharing and serving 
others creates. Otherwise we run the risk of becoming narcissistic and self-
absorbed in our spirituality. The good news is meant both to be good news to us, 
and good news to those around us through us.  

1. 1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

2. Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have 
many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same 
function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, let us use them… 

3. Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go [c]therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
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commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” [d]Amen. 

B. Practicals of sharing the Gospel, discipling, and serving  

1. Write out your personal testimony in 250 words, and practice sharing it  
2. Memorize the points above in steps to peace with God  
3. Find a person younger in the faith than you, and invite them into spiritual 

friendship. As you share what you have, God will give you more!  
4. Find a place you can use your gifts in community to strengthen and serve others  
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