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I. Introduction: In last week’s teaching, Billy presented a vision that we would live as a 
racially reconciled spiritual family where all those who bear God’s image (Imago Dei) are 
treated with dignity and love. We are called to be a community that dwells in unity and 
diversity. Jesus said we as Christians would be known by our love for one another, and 
when this love is expressed across cultures, genders, and generations it is a powerful 
witness to an unbelieving world. This week, I want to talk about reconciliation across 
generations and among families. If racism is an attack on the image of God in our 
fellow brother and sister, then disconnection, dishonor, and rebellion among 
generations and within family is an attack on the foundational institution of God’s 
government: The family, comprised of mother, fathers, sons, and daughters. When we 
are divided among generations and the image of the father and mother is distorted, the 
primary image of who God is as Father is distorted. When we return are hearts to the 
heavenly Father, natural mothers and fathers, and spiritual mothers and fathers, a 
blessing of unity and a generational transfer of power and authority occurs. We need 
the blessing that comes when our hearts are turned and reconciled within spiritual and 
natural family.  

II. The Turning of Hearts  
	  

A. The Lord promised that the prophet Elijah would come and turn the hearts of a 
generation in preparation of the day of the Lord. There is a generational 
reconciliation and mass repentance that is implied in these verses. This movement 
of the Holy Spirit is personified in Elijah the Prophet, and in the last days may 
actually include Elijah himself.  

1. Malachi 4:5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord. 6 And he will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, 
lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” 

B. The Spirit & the Power of Elijah: John the baptist in Christ’s first appearing came to 
turn the hearts of the children of Israel back to God. In this we see a picture of what 
is possible when we turn our hearts one to another. The angel Gabriel prophesies 
concerning this to his father Zechariah before his birth, that John would minister in 
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“spirit and power of Elijah” to prepare the way for Messiah. Jesus attests this to 
John’s ministry: that he transformed the hearts of the most sinful in society.  

1. Luke 1:15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither 
wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the 
Lord their God. 17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord.” 

2. Matthew 21:32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you 
saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him. 

3. Mark 1:4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  

4. Matthew 11:13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And 
if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 
15 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

C. Another Elijah moment is coming before the return of the Lord, and what His 
ministry embodies is still being expressed by the Holy Spirit among the Church to 
prepare her to receive revival and awakening. John was the first fulfillment of the 
return of the Spirit & power of Elijah, but a second manifestation must occur, 
because ‘not all flesh has seen together’ the glory of the Lord.  

1. Matthew 17:11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all 
things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 
him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of 
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Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he 
was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

2. John 1:23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one 
calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 

3. Isaiah 40:3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the 
Lord[a]; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall 
be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become 
level, the rugged places a plain.5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.” 

D. What first began with Elijah the prophet as the first messenger of repentance to the 
nation, was concluded with John as a final forerunner to Messiah. They are the 
book ends of the prophets. Elijah turned the heart of the nation at mount Carmel 
back to the Lord, and the language of the promise of Malachi 4 is taken directly 
from Elijah’s prayer.  

1. 1 Kings 18:30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came 
to him, and he repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. 
31 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, 
to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 
32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench 
around it large enough to hold two measures of seed. 33 He arranged the 
wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill 
four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.” 34 “Do it 
again,” he said, and they did it again. “Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they 
did it the third time. 35 The water ran down around the altar and even filled the 
trench. 36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and 
prayed: “Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that 
you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things 
at your command. 37 Answer me, Lord, answer me, so these people will 
know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 
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again.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, 
the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 39 When all 
the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is God! 
The Lord—he is God!” 

III. 3 Categories of Reconciliation 

A. There are three ways the Holy Spirit manifests reconciliation between generations in 
the manner described as the ‘Spirit and Power of Elijah’.  

1. Reconciliation to the Heavenly Father: The hearts of the sinful to the 
Heavenly Father. Restoration of wayward to the heart of the Father through 
repentance and believing the Gospel. The homecoming of the prodigals.  

	  
a) Luke 15:31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 

everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because 
this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’” 

b) Romans 8:32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

c) 1 Corinthians 4:15 For though you might have ten thousand instructors in 
Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have 
begotten you through the gospel. 

2. Reconciliation of Earthly Family: When Elijah called Israel to repentance, he 
reminded them of the earthly patriarchs, calling on the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Israel. The turning of natural children’s hearts to their biological parents is 
the first commandment with a promise. When mothers and fathers sacrifice for 
the destiny of the younger generation, they reveal the image of the heavenly 
father who says, “All that I have is yours…” We must have the right image of 
mutual honor, love, and sacrifice in our homes. The lost will have no interest in 
our claims of a God of forgiveness when we can’t forgive amongst our own 
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families. If we are going from neighborhoods to nations, we must begin in 
reconciliation in our own homes.  

a) 1 Kings 18:36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward 
and prayed: “Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be 
known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have 
done all these things at your command. 

b) Ephesians 6:2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first 
commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may 
live long on the earth.” 

c) Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way 
you treat them. Rather, bring them up with the discipline and 
instruction that comes from the Lord. 

3. Reconciliation with Spiritual Family: When Elisha received Elijah’s mantle he 
called upon God as the “God of Elijah” naming him according to His own 
Spiritual Father. Elisha calls Elijah his father repeatedly. This relationship should 
be understood as an echo of what we are offered by our heavenly Father, and 
not a substitute. No human can take the unique place God occupies in our lives 
as a Father, but God assigns different relationships to reflect who He is. This 
kind of “life on life” relationship can be represented in many forms (ex: coach, 
boss, mentor, leader, pastor, friend). 

a) Matthew 23:9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your 
Father, which is in heaven. 

b) 2 Kings 2:12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The 
chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took 
hold of his garment and tore it in two. 

c) 2 Kings 2:14 He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the 
water with it. “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” he asked. 
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When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he 
crossed over. 

IV. Principles of a “Turned Heart”  

A. It requires Open Hearted Vulnerability: A turned heart means that we are open and 
vulnerable to see one another, and exchange in love. We can only let our hearts be 
written on and read by others, when they are open and vulnerable. 

1. 2 Corinthians 6:11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened 
wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, 
but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to 
my children—open wide your hearts also. 

2. 2 Corinthians 3:2 You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read 
by all men; 3 clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not 
with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets 
of flesh, that is, of the heart. 

B. It requires Intentional Pursuit: One party must take the initiative to courageously 
pursue, and the recipient of pursuit can support by being prepared to receive and 
respond. Elijah Initiated and pursued Elisha as a spiritual father, and Elisha refused 
to leave Elijah three times (perhaps) because of his love and loyalty as a spiritual 
son.  

1. 1 Kings 19:19 19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He 
was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth 
pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 

2. 2 Kings 2:1-2 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As surely as the 
Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 
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C. It requires Pain: Reconciliation in the heart is born of affliction and pain for 
righteousness sake. We sometimes experience pain because of sin, oppression of 
the evil one, and the fallenness of the world, but ALSO we often experience pain 
because we pursuing the will of God. Elijah struggled with a feeling of being alone 
and despairing of life because of the difficulty and isolation he felt in his assignment, 
but in response to his affliction God granted him the promise of spiritual offspring. 
The lonely figure of Elijah, would be the emblem of generational figure and 
reconciliation. Some to become spiritual mother and father’s must go the way of 
Elijah. The same was true of Hannah’s prayer, her response to her affliction. God 
broke her barrenness and gave her a prophet.  

1. 1 Kings 19:1 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he 
had killed all the prophets with the sword. 3 So Jezebel sent a messenger to 
Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time 
tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.” Elijah was afraid and 
ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 
4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom 
bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, 
Lord,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” 5 Then 
he lay down under the bush and fell asleep. 

2. 1 Kings 19:10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. 
The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your 
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are 
trying to kill me too.” 

3.  1 Samuel 1:9 Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, 
Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of 
the Lord’s house. 10 In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping 
bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look 
on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant 
but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his 
life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” 
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V. Conclusion:  

A. On the other side we get to avoid the curse, receive God’s blessing, and have a 
generational transfer of anointing.  

1. 2 Kings 2:9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do 
for you before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your 
spirit,” Elisha replied. 10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you 
see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.”…
15 The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The 
spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed 
to the ground before him. 
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