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I. Introduction: In today’s message, I am going to describe our prophetic culture, teach 
the practicals of how to both release and receive prophetic ministry, and share about 
the power of corporate prophetic words. I will try to illustrate from my personal 
experience. The goal of this message is to orient us to a biblical model for prophetic 
ministry, while equipping us to experience the power of God through the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. As we grow in understanding, our faith and hunger will increase, and we will 
experience more of God’s power in our Spiritual Family.  

II. Our Prophetic Culture: Christ-Centered, Love-Ministered, New Testament-Modeled, 
Scripturally-Rooted  

A. Christ-Centered  

1. The power that manifests through the Spirit of Prophecy can be astounding! The 
Spirit of Prophecy anointing a vessel can cause even the most mature believers 
to marvel at the servant, instead of Jesus Himself. Revelations of God can be 
stupefying, and the knowledge given through prophetic encounters can be 
“inexpressible” in intensity and revelation.  

a) 2 Cor. 12:3-4 He was caught up into paradise and heard inexpressible 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

2. The Apostle John, in his prophetic encounter recorded in “The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ”, was given prophecies of end time events and taken into visions of 
Jesus, eternities glories, and the heavenly city called the Bride. The revelations 
coming by the Spirit of Prophecy were so overwhelming that he fell at the feet of 
the angel disclosing them and began to worship him – twice! (Rev. 19:10, 22:9) 

3. It is in this context that the angel gives a vital piece of information concerning 
the prophetic Spirit. The angel declares to John, “I am your fellow servant, and 
of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
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a) Rev 19:10  “And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘See that 
you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have 
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy.’” 

4. It was the intensity of the revelation that was causing John to worship. But, in 
correction, the angel informed John that the angel had only expressed what was 
already revealed to John —the testimony of Jesus. 

5. It is as if the angel was saying, “John, you and your brethren already have the 
greater truth behind everything I am showing you - the very thing that has you in 
such awe -  it is all about knowing your friend, Jesus. I am revealing to you the 
fullness of what you have already received.” 

6. We must worship the One who is being revealed, and be in awe of Him alone! 
We must worship the One who the message is ultimately about, not the 
messenger.  

B. Ministered in Love  

1. Paul, in his famous discourse on love, is actually in the middle of a teaching on 
the spiritual gifts. He begins explaining that love is the most excellent way and 
the thing we must prioritize.  

a) 1 Cor. 13:1 “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And 
though I have the gift of prophecy,  and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed 
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it 
profits me nothing.” 

2. Paul is contrasting the value of love as supreme over every area that Paul highly 
values, (1)  Proclamation (2) Revelation (3) Power (4) Charity (5) Martyrdom. He is 
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not at all diminishing the significance of these areas, but rather placing them in 
right relationship to the chief priority: to love. According to Paul, it is the heart of 
love that gives each of these virtues significance and eternal impact.   

3. It is easy to lose the weightiness of Paul’s statements in the prose of the verse, 
but Paul is speaking from a place of profound experience. He is making very 
literal and extreme statements from a place of deep familiarity with each of these 
categories to emphasize the tremendous significance of pursuing love.   

C. New Testament-Modeled  

1. The New Testament model of prophetic ministry differs from the office of the 
prophet that appears in the Old Testament. Under the New Covenant, because 
we have all received the Holy Spirit, we can all operate in the gift of prophecy 
without being a “capital P” prophet. At Pentecost, Peter describes this new 
reality of the Holy Spirit’s presence empowering the prophetic gift in all believers.  

a) Acts 2:16 “But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall 
come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on 
all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall 
see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My menservants 
and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they 
shall prophesy.’” 

2. 1 Corinthians 14 reveals several characteristics of how prophecy is to operate 
under the New Covenant. The prophetic gift is to be distinctively desired 
because it leads to the strengthening of the whole body. When we see the Spirit 
poured out throughout the book of Acts, two gifts appear first: (1) Tongues that 
edifies the individual (2) Prophecy that edifies and builds up the corporate body. 
The one who prophesies speaks edification, encouragement, and comfort to 
men.  

a) 1 Cor. 14:1 “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you 
may prophesy. 2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but 
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to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks 
mysteries. 3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and 
comfort to men. 4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who 
prophesies edifies the church. 5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even 
more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who 
speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may 
receive edification.”  

D. Rooted in Scripture 

1. The Scriptures are our guide for all of life. They govern our theology, morality, 
and spiritual practice as believers. We should hold our prophetic revelation up to 
the litmus test of Scripture. If our prophetic revelation is from the Holy Spirit, 
then it will not contradict the truths of God’s inspired Word. In practice, we 
should anchor all ministry to the Word of God.   

a) 2 Tim. 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

III. Practicals of Prophetic Ministry   

A. Releasing Prophetic Ministry  

1. Three revelatory gifts are described in 1 Corinthians 12. These three gifts often 
operate together in what is generally described as “prophetic ministry.” In my 
experience, ‘the word of wisdom’ gives specific insight, solutions to problems, 
and direction. Words of knowledge give a piece of specific information that a 
person wouldn’t otherwise know, and often relates to the past or present. 
Prophecy specifically foretells (or calls forth) an event, and at times, reveals the 
hidden secrets of the heart.  

a) 1 Cor. 12:8 “For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 
another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by 
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the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, 
to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing 
to each one individually as He wills.” 

2. When we study the ministry of Jesus and the lives of the Apostles we see the 
use of revelatory spiritual gifts in many familiar stories.  

a) 1 John 1:45 “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found Him of 
whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.’ 46 And Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47 Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, ‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, 
in whom is no deceit!’ 48 Nathanael said to Him, ‘How do You know me?’ 
Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Before Philip called you, when you were 
under the fig tree, I saw you.’ 49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, 
‘Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50 Jesus 
answered and said to him, ‘Because I said to you, “I saw you under the fig 
tree,” do you believe? You will see greater things than these.’ 51 And He 
said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.’” 

3. The prophetic ministry flows through us in dramatic ways, as well as subtle 
ways. The dramatic ways can include dreams, visions, angelic encounters, and 
hearing the audible voice of God. The subtle ways are the most common. They 
include receiving faint impressions such as: 

a)  Mental pictures: reoccurring impressions or pictures in our minds that 
indicate how the Lord will touch others by imparting His grace or healing to 
them. 
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b) Emotional stirrings: feeling various emotions like joy, sadness, or a burden for 
a person or a ministry as an indicator that the Lord will touch others related 
to that emotion or burden.  

c) Sympathetic pains: feeling pain in a specific part of our bodies as an 
indicator that the Lord desires to heal the disease or pain that others are 
feeling in that particular part of their body.     

d) Physical sensations: experiencing the Spirit’s presence (heat, energy, fire, 
wind, etc.) in a specific area of our bodies or through our five senses (e.g. 
smell or taste) as an indicator that the Lord desires to touch others in a way 
related to the physical sensation that we received. 

4. We must be intentional about receiving the Spirit’s prophetic leading. We do this 
simply by asking the Holy Spirit, “What are you doing or saying?” He will often 
answer by giving us faint prophetic impressions. One simple phrase from the 
Spirit gives us a “hint” as to what He will do. It is like a key that opens a door.  

a) John 5:19 “Jesus answered… ‘The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what 
He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like 
manner.’” 

5. The demonstration of the Spirit’s power often follows the declaration of God’s 
Word from the lips of a believer. The Spirit moves as we speak words that agree 
with God’s will.  

6. First, we function in the gifts by giving expression to impressions that the Spirit 
gives us. The impressions that we speak must honor the Scripture. As we pray 
Spirit-inspired impressions over the people, we release the power of God to 
them. We exercise our faith by giving expression to the impressions of the Spirit. 
These impressions are like a key that unlocks a door. 

7. The gifts often begin as the still small voice of God or as a subtle impression of 
the Spirit to our spirit. It can be so subtle that many do not value it. Thus, they 
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ignore it and wait for an open vision. If they understood the value of God’s small 
voice in them, then they would be attentive. 

8. Ask the question: “Spirit, what are you saying or doing?” The simple act of 
asking makes us receptive and attentive to what He is doing. This question 
postures us to receive the Spirit’s impressions or the prophetic whisper of God 
in our heart.  

9. When we receive even the most subtle impressions of the Spirit, it can move our 
heart in faith just enough that we might release the power of God to touch 
others. Put your sail up by saying, “Holy Spirit, what do You want to do or say 
through me today?”   

B. Receiving Prophetic Ministry  

1. Step 1: Revelation 

a) Revelation is how we receive prophetic information from the Lord. The Holy 
Spirit can give us the prophetic information in many different ways, including 
by prophetic impressions, dreams, open vision, mental visions, the audible 
voice of God, and trances.  

2. Step 2: Interpretation 

a) Interpretation is properly understanding the revelation God has given you.  

(1) “The challenge that I have faced most over the years is not the result of 
prophetic people receiving incorrect information. In most cases, the 
information they received was from the Lord and therefore was right. The 
problems begin when we interpret and apply the information incorrectly.” 
- Mike Bickle  1

 “Growing in the Prophetic”  pg 24 by Mike Bickle 1
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b) It often takes discernment and counsel to interpret accurately what God is 
saying, because we only “know and prophesy in part.”  

(1) 1 Cor. 13:9 “For we know in part and we prophesy in part.” 

3. Step 3: Application  

a) Application is properly applying that information to your and others’ lives. 

b) I often document the words I have received, pray into them, and consider 
how to take steps of faith to actualize them. As in all other areas of kingdom 
life, when we steward well what we have been given, then God entrusts us 
with more.  

(1) 1 Tim. 4:14 “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you 
by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate 
on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be 
evident to all.”  

c) Revelation comes to us in bits and pieces over time. We need the help of the 
Holy Spirit to interpret and apply the words we receive. The best way to find 
out what to do with the information is to continue to ask the Holy Spirit. 
Prophetic ministry is meant to be an invitation into an ongoing conversation.  

C. God responds to Spiritual Hunger  

1. We receive more when we come to God with great expectation of both His 
goodness and His power. The people of Nazareth did not honor Jesus’ ministry, 
and their unbelief limited the expression of His power. The Roman centurion 
came with great faith and expectation that caused Jesus to express power 
beyond what he was anticipating. The centurion’s faith and Nazareth’s unbelief 
both caused Jesus to marvel.  
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a) Matthew 8:5 “Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came 
to Him, pleading with Him, 6 saying, ‘Lord, my servant is lying at home 
paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.’ 7 And Jesus said to him, ‘I will come and 
heal him.’ 8 The centurion answered and said, ‘Lord, I am not worthy that 
You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will 
be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. 
And I say to this one, “Go,” and he goes; and to another, “Come,” and he 
comes; and to my servant, “Do this,” and he does it.’10 When Jesus heard 
it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I 
have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!…’13 Then Jesus said to 
the centurion, ‘Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for 
you.’ And his servant was healed that same hour.” 

b) Mark 6:4 “But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honor except in 
his own country, among his own relatives, and in his own house.’ 5 Now He 
could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick 
people and healed them. 6 And He marveled because of their unbelief.” 

2. When we initiate in hunger with the Father, it is because we believe He is 
ultimately good to us!  

a) Luke 11:9-13 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who 
asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the 
door will be opened. 11 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him?” 

IV. A Closing Encouragement on Corporate Prophetic Ministry  
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A. Corporate prophetic words give courage to the people of God, as a body, to 
complete the work we are called to do together. See the example below from 
Zechariah in the context of rebuilding the temple following the season of Babylonian 
captivity. This example is relevant to the work God has called us to, and we see the 
prophetic ministry is one of the ways God strengthens us to complete the work.  

1. Zech. 4:6 “So he answered and said to me: ‘This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel: “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of 
hosts. 7  “Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become 
a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of ‘Grace, grace to 
it!’”’ 8 Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 9 ‘The hands of 
Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands shall also finish it. 
Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. 10 For who has 
despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice to see The plumb line 
in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the Lord, which scan to and fro 
throughout the whole earth.’” 

2. Ezra 6:14 “So the elders of the Jews built, and they prospered through the 
prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they 
built and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and 
according to the command of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.” 

3. Amos 9:11 “In that day ‘I will restore David’s fallen shelter— I will repair its 
broken walls and restore its ruins—and will rebuild it as it used to be…’”
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