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I. Introduction: In the following message, I have the honor of introducing Part 1 of several 
weeks of teaching we will do on our call to take the Gospel from our ‘Neighborhoods 
to the Nations’. In this series, we will talk about the fundamentals of the Gospel, how to 
create a culture of invitation, live missionally-minded as a community, and move in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In this first session, we will dive deep into God’s heart for 
those who don’t know him. God greatly loves those who don’t even know him yet, and 
through prayer, proclamation, and power we can be a faithful witness of His heart.    

II. Neighborhoods to Nations  

A. We are called to take the Gospel from our ‘Neighborhoods to the Nations’ in the 
spirit of Acts 1:8 that called the church to go from Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

1. Acts1:8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” 

B. The ‘last command of Christ’ was a call to action, it is called the ‘Great 
Commission’ not the 'Strong Suggestion’. We must live with urgency regarding 
what Christ has called us to do. We want to be a people who don’t just strengthen 
those who know Christ, but also give those who have no hope for eternal life the 
opportunity to hear and believe. Jesus’ promise to be with us always is given in 
context to His command to go and make disciples of the nations.  

1. Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Amen. 

C. We engage as a witness through Prayer, Proclamation, and Power. 
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A. We find all three illustrated in Matt 9:35-10:7 

1. Prayer: Mat 9:35  Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every 
sickness and every disease among the people. 36  But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were 
weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37  Then He said to 
His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38  
Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."  

2. Proclamation: Mat 10:5  These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded 
them, saying...7  And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.'  

3. Power: Mat 10:8  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

4. In the prayer in Acts 4:29, we also see all three! - Act 4:29  Now, Lord, look 
on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may 
speak Your word, 30  by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs 
and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus."  

D. A few observations of wrong thinking we should avoid. We must not…  

1. Mistake the gift and calling of evangelism in other people’s life as an excuse to 
not be a witness ourselves because we are not as gifted. The Great 
Commission and Jesus charge to be witnesses and make disciples was to all 
believers, and we should be prepared in ‘season and out’ to do this work (see 2 
Timothy 4:2).  

a) 2 Tim 2:5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be 
afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and 
fully carry out the ministry God has given you. (NLT)  
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2. We must share the Gospel with both heart & skill. In the following section we will 
emphasize how we begin this work in prayer and intimacy by knowing God’s 
heart for the lost. While we must begin there, we should also grow in how to be 
a skillful in communication and demonstration of the Gospel. Heart without skill 
is ineffective, skill without heart is manipulative.  

E. Common internal barriers to becoming an effective witness: (1) Apathy (2) Fear (3) 
Uncertainty of how to do it (4) Religious complacency (5) Guilt. None of these are 
good reasons to not share, and in the case of guilt it is a poor motivator.  

1. The Rescue Society Illustration: Along a reef-ridden, rockbound coast, a small 
group became concerned about those who were losing their lives in the 
shipwrecks that took place on the reefs and rocks. They formed the Rescue 
Society for the purpose of saving ing those who had been shipwrecked. For 
years they risked themselves selves to save others, often losing their own lives 
for the sake of others, but hundreds were saved who otherwise would have 
been lost. As a new generation entered the Rescue Society, they decided to 
perfect their techniques for rescue so that even more could be saved. They 
began to attend rescue workshops, to bring in consultants on the latest rescue 
techniques, to entertain salespeople who touted the latest in rescue equipment. 
Before long, the maintenance and perfection of the rescue station, its 
techniques, its equipment, became the focus of the Rescue Society. One night, 
while the entire Rescue Society was attending yet another meeting to perfect 
their rescue skills, a great passenger liner struck upon the reef and sank. 
Hundreds of people were lost because there was no one left to go to their 
rescue. The Rescue Society had come to exist for its own perfection and not for 
the sake of others. (M. Robert Mulholland Jr.. Invitation to a Journey: A Road 
Map for Spiritual Formation (Kindle Locations 349-351). Kindle Edition.) 

2. When we understand what the Gospel is it will give us courage and confidence:  

a) Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and 
also for the Greek. 
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3. Consider all the unimportant things in life you had to gain mastery of because 
society deems it important. Think of all the information we consume for 
education and entertainment purposes. If of these many comparatively 
unimportant things that have little bearing on eternity have been ingested and 
committed to memory, we should be able to commit to heart the basic truths 
that are essential for a person to receive eternal life- the Gospel. Human beings 
are God’s prescribed method to proclaim the Gospel message.  

a) Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins 
souls is wise. 

b) Romans 10:14 But how can they call on him to save them unless they 
believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard 
about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 
15 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the 
Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good 
news!” 

III. The remedy: Intimacy & Urgency.  

A. We should consider the stakes of our being ineffectiveness or cold heartedness, 
and embrace intimacy with God and urgency for souls as the remedy. ‘Intimacy’ 
with God inspires to love people like He does, the idea of ‘urgency’ makes us 
consider the importance of sharing the Gospel message.  

B. Awareness of eternity, both the blessing of heaven and the torment of hell should us 
contribute to our sense of urgency.  

1. Heaven: Jesus, Paul, and John all refer to Heaven as "Paradise" (Luke 23:43, 2 
Cor 12:4, Rev. 2:7) Jesus said to the thief crucified next to Him, after he 
acknowledge His Sin and Jesus as Lord -  “I assure you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” 
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2. Heaven is described as a place where, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are 
gone forever." (Rev. 21:4) 

3. Hell: Jesus told the story in Luke 16 of a cold hearted selfish man who had no 
compassion on the poor beggar who lived outside his gate, and he went to Hell 
for his selfishness and greed. There he must beg, to let a person “dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish (tormented, sorrow) in 
these flames." (Luke 16:24) But he is given no relief.   

a) The word for “anguish” in this passage also means torment, sorrow, and 
grief.  It describes not just physical suffering of burning, but also the 
emotional sensation of continual guilt and regret. Hell is a place where 
people constantly feel regret  for the wrong choices they have made.  

C. A second thing that must contribute is intimacy and fellowship with God’s heart 
over the people who He loves so deeply. 

1. Rom 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.] 

2. Luke 19:10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” 

3. 1Ti 2:4  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.  

4. 2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance.  

5. Luk 15:1  Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear 
Him. 2  And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives 
sinners and eats with them." 3  So He spoke this parable to them, saying 4  
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"What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he 
finds it? 5  And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6  
And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying 
to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!' 7  I say to 
you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 8  "Or what 
woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9  And when she has 
found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, 
for I have found the piece which I lost!' 10  Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

a) Leading people to Jesus is how we make heaven happy!  
b) Our repentance releases joy and celebration in the heart of God.  
c) Consider what did the party look like the day you turned to the Lord?  
d) All three parables in Luke 15 describe celebration over repentant sinners. He 

is the God of the big party!  

D. Consider how Jesus called Paul to reach the Gentile nations with the Gospel. How 
Jesus sees the unbeliever should burden us with urgency for their salvation. We 
should see the hurting and broken world through his eyes.  

1. Act 26:15  So I said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said, 'I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 16  But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you 
for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which 
you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. 17  I will deliver 
you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send 
you, 18  to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 
an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’ 

a) Jesus see’s the lost as: (1) blind (2) in darkness (3) under the power of Satan 
(4) under the weight of Sin (5) impoverished (6) defiled  
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b) Jesus wants (1) eyes to be opened (2) in the light (3) under God’s power (4) 
forgiven (5) receiving an inheritance (6) sanctified by faith  

c) What is Jesus remedy for the condition of the lost? He says to Paul, “But 
rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 
make you a minister and a witness…” 
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