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I. Overview of John 15  
 

A. John 15 can be broken down into four sections. In the first section, Jesus discuses abiding in the 
vine and uses this metaphor to describe our new relationship with the Trinity that is established 
through our union with Christ. In the second section, Jesus redefines our relationship to one 
another through His command for us to love one another as He has loved us. Thirdly, he 
describes how our allegiance to Him will change our relationship to the world; they will now hate 
us! Lastly, Jesus will introduce us to our new relationship to the Holy Spirit, who will be our 
Paraklétos. This is a Greek word Jesus uses to refer to the Holy Spirit. It can be translated as 
helper, counselor, advocate, and comforter.  

 
B. The headers and key ideas for these sections could be summarized as the following:  

 
1. Abiding in the Vine (John 15:1-11) 

 
a) John 15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 
 

2. The Command to Love one Another (John 15:12-17) 
 

a) John 15:12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends 

 
3. The Hatred of the World (John 15:18-25) 

 
a) John 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If 

you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

 
4. The Promise of the Helper (John 15:26-27) 

 
a) John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. 
 

C. In John 15, each of the sections build upon one another to reveal an entire re-orientation of 
relationships within the Christian life. This begins with our union to Christ, the deepening of love 
for one another, our rejection by the world, and our witness empowered by the Holy Spirit.  

 
D. The relationships of the disciples to God within, amongst one another, and to the world they live 

in will all change because of what Jesus is about to accomplish in His death and resurrection. 
The Holy Spirit’s presence among them making them witnesses will be the catalytic force behind 
each of these changes.  
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E. Grasping this overarching narrative within the passage is important to understanding each 

subsequent shift in the relationships described. We tend to focus on the portions of Scripture that 
most speak to us devotionally. We will commit these to heart and often consider them in isolation 
from the context. When we understand them in context and relationship to one another it adds 
greater substance and meaning. For example, Jesus’ instruction that we are to abide in Him like 
a branch remains in a vine, takes on new importance when you consider the consequence is 
utter rejection and hatred and being cut off from the world as a result. If you know you are linked 
to Christ like a vine to branches, but don’t realize that union causes a severing from the world, 
then you don’t see the full story that Jesus is trying to convey.  

 
F. In John 15, each of the sections build upon one another to reveal an entire re-orientation of the 

Christian life. It begins with our union to Christ as our vine, and is completed in the Holy Spirit 
empowering us as witnesses to a world that hates us.  

 
G. Having considered the contextual narrative of John 15, I want to focus in on what I sense the 

Spirit is saying to us today. Jesus identifies it as the main reason He is telling them what is 
contained in John 15. Jesus want to produce in us fullness of joy from abiding!  

 
II. Abiding in the Vine (John 15:1-11) 
 

A. In this section Jesus uses the metaphor of a vine, a branch, and a vine dresser to illustrate our 
union with the Trinity, and the benefits of nurturing, and the consequences of forsaking such 
union. 

 
1. 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not 

bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide 
in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into 
the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask 
what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; 
abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have 
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.11 “These things I have spoken to 
you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 
B. Jesus describes Himself as the source of all life in being the vine, the vinedresser is the one who 

helps attend to that union by caring for the family that has been drawn to Him through Christ. In 
this we don’t see a picture of a Father God as one who is disconnected from our transformation, 
but a nurturing attendant who is working on our lives in Christ to bring forth fruit for His pleasure.  
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C. There are three groups that are described in the illustration:  

 
1. v. 4 “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away;”  

 
a) A better rendering of the Hebrew word for ‘takes away’ is actually ‘lifts up’ implying a 

nurturing of fruitfulness in the one who is in Christ but is weak, immature, or sickly in their 
spiritual walk. Christ doesn’t forsake us, but instead ‘lifts us up’ and binds us to another 
stalk so we won’t be trampled or cut off. WE see a prophecy from Isaiah 42:3 that aptly 
describes the restorative heart of Jesus. 

 
(1)  Matthew 12: 15 But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great 

multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all. 16 Yet He warned them not to 
make Him known, 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying: 18 “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is 
well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will declare justice to the Gentiles. 
19  He will not quarrel nor cry out, Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 20  A 
bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench, Till He sends 
forth justice to victory; 21  And in His name Gentiles will trust.” 

 
2. v. 4 “Every branch that bears fruit He prunes”  

 
a) This describes the disciple that is faithful and fruitful. Their reward is that God engineers 

difficulty, suffering, and hardship to cut away the parts that are not yielding the fruit He 
desires. An unpruned plant divides its producing energy into too many shoots, yielding 
anemic fruit. The pruned branch, produces the best juiciest most delicious fruit.  

 
(1) 2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution. 
 

(2) 1 Corinthians 9:27 I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. 
Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified. (NLT) 

 
b) The unpruned vineyard is wild and unkept, there are parts that are not submitted and 

consequently unfruitful. But when we are submitted to Christ we learn obedience just as 
He did, through the things we suffer. Ultimately the Father’s pruning is the mark of our 
identity as sons and daughters.  

 
(1) Hebrews 5:8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He 

suffered.”  
 

(2) Hebrews 12:5 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son 
whom He receives. 
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D. v. 6 “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch” 

 
1. This final group are ones that do not remain connected to Christ by faith. They are 

condemned to ultimate destruction because they did not remain intimately connected to 
Christ.  

 
a) Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

 
III. The 5 Benefits of Abiding:  
 

A. (1) Holiness, (2) Answered Prayer, (3) Fruitfulness, (4) Loving Union, (5) Joy that Remains 
 

B. HOLINESS: Jesus also identified something profound and noteworthy concerning those who 
have been born again by the Holy Spirit. They are clean!  

 
1. John 15:3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  

 
C. What is Jesus saying? That there aren’t a bunch of dead things growing out of the one who is 

born again. They may need pruning to become more fruitful, but in the process of pruning you 
cut away living stuff. Jesus is saying to His disciples that in them the dead stuff is already gone. 

 
a) Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 

who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
 

b) Colossians 3:3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
 

c) Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me. 

 
d) Romans 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. 

 
e) Matthew 7:16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorn 

bushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 
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19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 

 
D. In the final verses of this section Jesus makes further extravagant but conditional promises to 

those who remain in union with Him.  
 

E. ANSWERED PRAYER: Jesus promises He will give you the very things you long for and desire, 
as you ask from the place of fellowship and revelation.  

 
1. John 15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 

shall be done for you.  
 

2. John 15:16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name 
He may give you. 

 
F. Out of our agreement with Him, answered prayers come forth!  

 
1. 1 John 5:14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

 
2. Matthew 18:19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that 

they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 
 

3. James 4:2b-3 Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 
G. FRUITFULNESS: Those who are abiding and asking, they will be fruitful disciples. This fruit is 

both the character of Christ and His power being expressed in the life of believer. 
 

a) John 15:8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 
disciples. 

 
b) Colossians 1:9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray 

for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  

 
c) Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  
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d) Psalm 1:1-3 Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the 
way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a 
tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose 
leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers. 

 
e) Romans 7:4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of 

Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order 
that we might bear fruit for God. 

 
H. LOVING UNION: Next the most extravagant promise to the one who abides; they are not just in 

Christ receiving His power, but His deep affection. The one who is united to Christ is in a 
relationship defined by the same love that exists within the Trinity. 

 
1. John 15:9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 

commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments 
and abide in His love. 

 
I. The obedient son or daughter who walks with God emulating Christ will remain connected to Him 

in loving obedience. Love, in fact, becomes the strength and motivation behind our obedient 
action. We obey as we grow in love for God, and we grow in love for God as we obey. The 
experience of love is the sap that flows through the abiding vine.  

 
1. Romans 8:37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
2. Romans 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in 

our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
 

3. Ephesians 3:17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and 
length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 
J. FINAL BENEFIT: Joy that Remains!   

 
1. Jesus identifies why He is teaching the disciples these truths. Just as wine is produced from 

the fruit of the vine and is known for bringing natural joy, so the final outcome of our abiding 
will be overwhelming joy.  
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2. What is the fundamental thing that He wants to as a response to living out His instruction? 
Greater obedience, love, holiness, power!? Well yes, but he identifies the fullness of joy as 
being part of the root that produces this fruit. This is not a transient joy, but one that grows 
when we are tested, and will continue on into eternity.  

 
3. We may be surprised to learn that remaining joy is the result Jesus wants to well up in our 

hearts as we abide! The joy that comes from abiding must be a doorway to the greater fruit of 
Christ’s character. 

 
a) John 15:11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and 

that your joy may be full. 
 

b) James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 

 
c) 1 Peter 1:8-9 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see 

him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 
4. As we trust in the connection Christ has offered us, we will have hearts that, rather than being 

burdened and weighed down by our sinfulness, will be filled with Joy at the revelation of the 
completed work of Christ. In doing so, we will enter into the rest, victory, and power Christ 
can produce in us. I can think of no better testimony of this truth, than in the life of one of 
histories greatest missionaries- Hudson Taylor.  

 
IV. The Spiritual Secret of Hudson Taylor 
 

A. James Hudson Taylor (Chinese: 戴德生; pinyin: dài dé shēng; 21 May 1832 – 3 June 1905) was a 
British Protestant Christian missionary to China and founder of the China Inland Mission (CIM, 
now OMF International). Taylor spent 51 years in China. The society that he began was 
responsible for bringing over 800 missionaries to the country who started 125 schools[1] and 
directly resulted in 18,000 Christian conversions, as well as the establishment of more than 300 
stations of work with more than 500 local helpers in all eighteen provinces. (Wikipedia)  

 
B. It is recorded in His biography “Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret”  following letter, where he 

expounds on the joy and liberty that the revelation of abiding in Christ brought to His life. 
  

1. He was a joyous man now [Mr Judd recorded], a bright happy Christian. He had been a 
toiling, burdened one before, with latterly not much rest of soul. It was resting in Jesus now, 
and letting Him do the work - which makes all the difference. Whenever he spoke in meetings 
after that, a new power seemed to flow from him, and in the practical things of life a new 
peace possessed him. Troubles did not worry him as before. He cast everything on God in a 
new way, and gave more time to prayer. Instead of working late at night, he began to go to 
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bed earlier, rising at 5 A.M. to give time to Bible study and prayer (often two hours) before the 
work of the day began. It was the exchanged life that had come to him - the life that is indeed 
“No longer I.” Six months earlier he had written, “I have continually to mourn that I follow at 
such a distance and learn so slowly to imitate my precious Master.” There was no thought of 
imitation now! It was. 

 
C. His biographer after identifying the change it brought in him, quotes at length from Hudson 

Taylors own letter to His sister regarding this transformation that the revelation of Abiding brought 
Him. 

 
1. So great was the deliverance, that from that time onward Mr Taylor could never do enough to 

help to make this precious secret plain to hungry hearts wherever he might be. And there are 
so many hungry hearts that need such help today that we venture to quote at length from 
one of his first letters on the subject. It was to his sister, Mrs Broomhall, whose burdens with 
a family which grew to number ten children were very real and pressing. 

 
2. How could I preach with sincerity that, to those who receive Jesus, “to them gave he power 

to become the sons of God” (i.e. Godlike) when it was not so in my own experience? Instead 
of growing stronger, I seemed to be getting weaker and to have less power against sin; and 
no wonder, for faith and even hope were getting low. I hated myself, I hated my sin, yet 
gained no strength against it. I felt I was a child of God. His Spirit in my heart would cry, in 
spite of all, “Abba, Father.” But to rise to my privileges as a child, I was utterly powerless.  I  
thought that holiness, practical holiness, was to be gradually attained by a diligent use of the 
means of grace. There was nothing I so much desired as holiness, nothing I so much 
needed; but far from in any measure attaining it, the more I strove after it, the more it eluded 
my grasp, until hope itself almost died out, and I began to think that - perhaps to make 
heaven the sweeter - God would not give it down here. I do not think that I was striving to 
attain it in my own strength. I knew I was powerless. I told the Lord so, and asked Him to give 
me help and strength. Sometimes I almost believed that He would keep and uphold me; but 
on looking back in the evening - alas! there was but sin and failure to confess and mourn 
before God. 

 
3. All the time I felt assured that there was in Christ all I needed, but the practical question was - 

how to get it out. He was rich truly, but I was poor; He was strong, but I weak. I knew full well 
that there was in the root, the stem, abundant fatness, but how to get it into my puny little 
branch was the question. As gradually light dawned, I saw that faith was the only requisite - 
was the hand to lay hold on His fullness and make it mine. But I had not this faith. I strove for 
faith, but it would not come; I tried to exercise it, but in vain. Seeing more and more the 
wondrous supply of grace laid up in Jesus, the fullness of our precious Saviour, my guilt and 
helplessness seemed to increase. Sins committed appeared but as trifles compared with the 
sin of unbelief which was their cause, which could not or would not take God at His word, but 
rather made Him a liar! Unbelief was I felt the damning sin of the world; yet I indulged in it. I 
prayed for faith, but it came not. What was I to do? When my agony of soul was at its height, 
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a sentence in a letter from dear McCarthy was used to remove the scales from my eyes, and 
the Spirit of God revealed to me the truth of our oneness with Jesus as I had never know in 
before. McCarthy, who had been much exercised by the same sense of failure but saw the 
light before I did, wrote (I quote from memory): “But how to get faith strengthened? Not by 
striving after faith, but by resting on the Faithful One.” As I read, I saw it all! “If we believe not, 
he abideth faithful.” I looked to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, how joy flowed!) that He 
had said, “I will never leave thee.” “Ah, there is rest!” I thought. “I have striven in vain to rest in 
Him. I’ll strive no more. For has not He promised to abide with me - never to leave me, never 
to fail me?” And, dearie, He never will. Nor was this all He showed me, nor one half. As I 
thought of the Vine and the branches, what light the blessed Spirit poured direct into my soul! 
How great seemed my mistake in wishing to get the sap, the fullness out of Him! I saw not 
only that Jesus will never leave me, but that I am a member of His body, of His flesh and of 
His bones. The vine is not the root merely, but all for or needed. Oh, the joy of seeing this 
truth! I do pray that the eyes of your understanding too may be enlightened, that you may 
know and enjoy the riches freely given us in Christ. Oh, my dear Sister, it is a wonderful thing 
to be really one with a risen and exalted Saviour, to be a member of Christ! Think what it 
involves. Can Christ be rich and I poor? Can your right hand be rich and your left poor? or 
your head be well fed while your body starves?  

 
4. Again, think of its bearing on prayer. Could a bank clerk say to a customer, “It was only your 

hand, not you that wrote that check”; or “I can not pay this sum to your hand, but only to 
yourself”? No more can your prayers or mine be discredited if offered in the name of Jesus 
(i.e., not for the sake of Jesus merely, but on the ground that we are His, His members) so 
long as we keep within the limits of Christ’s credit - a tolerably wide limit! If we ask for 
anything unscriptural, or not in accordance with the will of God, Christ Himself could not do 
that. But “if we ask any thing according to his will … we know that we have the petitions that 
we desired of him.” The sweetest part, if one may speak of one part being sweeter than 
another, is the rest which full identification with Christ brings. I am no longer anxious about 
anything, as I realize this; for He, I know, is able to carry out His will, and His will is mine. It 
makes no matter where He places me, or how. That is rather for Him to consider than for me; 
for in the easiest position He must give me His grace, and in the most difficult His grace is 
sufficient. It little matters to my servant whether I send him to buy a few cash worth of things, 
or the most expensive articles. In either case he looks to me for the money and brings me his 
purchases.  

 
5. So, if God should place me in serious perplexity, must He not give much guidance; in 

positions of great difficulty, much grace; in circumstances of great pressure and trial, much 
strength? No fear that His resources will prove unequal to the emergency! And His resources 
are mine, for He is mine, and is with me and dwells in me. And since Christ has thus dwelt in 
my heart by faith, how happy I have been! I wish I could tell you about it, instead of writing. I 
am no better than before. In a sense, I do not wish to be, nor am I striving to be. But I am 
dead and buried with Christ - ay, and risen too! - And now Christ lives in me, and “the life that 
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I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” 

 
6. And now I must close. I have not said half I would, nor as I would, had I more time. May God 

give you to lay hold on these blessed truths. Do not let us continue to say, in effect, “Who 
shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above).” In other words, do not 
let us consider Him as far off, when God has made us one with Him, members of His very 
body. Nor should we look upon this experience, these truths, as for the few. They are the 
birthright of every child of God, and no one can dispense with them without dishonouring our 
Lord. The only power for deliverance from sin or for true service is Christ. 

 
7. And it was all so simple and practical! - as the busy mother found when she too entered into 

this rest of faith. “But are you always conscious of abiding in Christ?” Mr Taylor was asked 
many years later. “While sleeping last night,” he replied, “did I cease to abide in your home 
because I was unconscious unconscious of the fact? We should never be conscious of not 
abiding in Christ.” I change, He changes not; The Christ can never die: His truth, not mine, 
the resting place; His love, not mine, the tie.1 

 

 
1Taylor, Dr. and Mrs. Howard. Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Secret (p. 88). Kindle Edition.  


