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I.  Introduction 


A.God is the ultimate storyteller, and there is a subplot of the Easter story that focuses on the 
resurrection, passes through your life, and concludes with your own eternal resurrection. How 
you think about this event will massively affect the choices you make daily and how you walk 
out your faith. Christ in you, and His resurrection is 'your hope of eternal Glory.’ 

1. Col 1:27  To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Col 1:28  Him 
we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may 
present every


B.Often Easter messages focus on the visceral suffering that Christ endured to accomplish our 
atonement, and it is an amazing message because His display of incredible suffering is the 
indication of the depth of His love. 


1.Hebrews 12:2  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.”


C. In contrast to His suffering, the resurrection of Jesus is less concrete and visceral, even the 
Gospel accounts shroud the event itself in mystery. However, when we hear Paul and the other 
Apostles’ gospel proclamations, they squarely fix the emphasis of our eternal hope most 
specifically on Christ’s resurrection.  

D. Firstly, let’s remember the idea of the resurrection of the dead doesn’t first appear with Jesus 
and the apostles.  There was an established theology of a resurrection among the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, their ideas around the resurrection being one of the key things that 
distinguished those two groups. We see some Sadducees (who didn’t believe in a resurrection) 
try to prove their point and test Jesus with a tricky hypothetical scenario in Matthew 22:23-33. 
In Jesus response He gives us an astonishing insight into the resurrection. 


1.Mat 22:23  The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him 
and asked Him, Mat 22:24  saying: "Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having no 
children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. Mat 
22:25  Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died after he had married, and 
having no offspring, left his wife to his brother. Mat 22:26  Likewise the second also, and 
the third, even to the seventh. Mat 22:27  Last of all the woman died also. Mat 
22:28  Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had 
her.” Mat 22:29  Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. Mat 22:30  For in the resurrection they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. Mat 22:31  But concerning 
the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, 
saying, Mat 22:32  'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE 
GOD OF JACOB' ? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” Mat 22:33  And 
when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at His teaching.


E. The Sadducees are trying to make the point that there can’t be a resurrection because how 
can all 7 brothers be married to the same lady in eternity? It isn’t a sincere question, but Jesus 
astounds them by teaching that we won’t relate to one another through traditional marital 
covenants, but we will be physically and literally ourselves. He affirms the theology of a 
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resurrection, but not their natural interpretation, because they don’t understand “the power of 
God.” 


F.When Jesus raises everyone, that is going to be an awesome display of God’s power. Jesus is 
saying Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the other patriarchs, are all alive and implies that they are 
going to be physically involved in the future resurrection of the dead.


G. It is going to be awesome when Christ returns, and David, Abraham, Paul, Peter, Esther, Ruth,  
and Sarah are there by Jesus side in real physical bodies, and not just them but Billy Graham, 
Hudson Taylor, and Harriett Tubman. All who are asleep in Christ will appear with Him. He is the 
God of the living and not the dead. 


H.Daniel 12 describes succinctly God’s plan for the final resurrection of the dead. 


1. Daniel 12:2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting 
life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise[a] will shine like the 
brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars 
for ever and ever.  

a. This is a prophecy about you. Either everlasting life, or shame and everlasting 
contempt are the two outcomes. But 100% of you are in this verse. 

II.The Resurrection: Historical, Cosmic, Personal 


A.In the final chapter of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, He concludes by telling them “I want to 
remind you of the Gospel I preached to you” (1 Cor 15:1)


1.1 Cor 15:1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 
and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have 
fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he 
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.


B. Paul emphasizes the centrality of the resurrection for the next 42 verses (v12-58). Paul then 
continues to bring clarity to the importance of the resurrection as an event with both historical, 
cosmic & personal implications. 

1. Historical- it was a literal event that occurred and involved real people who were 
witnesses. They saw Jesus and interacted with Him in a resurrected body (1 Cor 15:4-8).


2. Cosmic- because of this event is the catalyst to the very fabric of what God has created 
(that was corrupted at the fall) being  intrinsically redeemed. The ultimate result of the 
resurrection is that, “God may be all in all.” 


a.1 Cor 15:20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the 
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so 
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in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, 
when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power…28 When he has done this, then the Son 
himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that 
God may be all in all.


b. Romans 8:19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but 
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. 

3.Personal - Paul says it plainly, without the hope of the resurrection, we should be above 
all pitied. We should just all live for the moment and pleasure of life. Why suffer and take 
risks for the Gospel, if there is no resurrection? There is a great mystery that Paul himself 
a steward of, specifically that Christ inside you is the hope of resurrection and eternal 
Glory. 


a.1 Cor 15:12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how 
can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised….19 If only for this 
life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 


b.1 Cor 15:31 I face death every day—yes, just as surely as I boast about you in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 32 If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus with no more than 
human hopes, what have I gained? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and 
drink, for tomorrow we die.”[d]


c. Col 1:27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the 
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

III.Narrative Threads 


A. Narrative Thread: When you tell the story of a significant event, often writers will use a 
technique called a Narrative Thread, this is a subplot that is told from a specific persons point 
of view. The term narrative thread, implies that as we weave various narrative threads together 
we create a tapestry that tells the fullness of a story. 


1. From Wikipedia: “A narrative thread, or plot thread (or, more ambiguously, a 
storyline), refers to particular elements and techniques of writing to center the story in 
the action or experience of characters rather than to relate a matter in a dry "all-knowing" 
sort of narration. Thus the narrative threads experienced by different but specific 
characters or sets of characters are those seen in the eyes of those characters that 
together form a plot element or subplot in the work of fiction. In this sense, each 
narrative thread is the narrative portion of a work that pertains to the world view of the 
participating characters cognizant of their piece of the whole, and they may be the 
villains, the protagonists, a supporting character, or a relatively disinterested official 
utilized by the author, each thread of which is woven together by the writer to create a 
work.”
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B.You May Contribute a Verse: In the story God is telling the main plot is the redemption arc that 
Christ is accomplishing in the earth, but your part in that story is your unique narrative thread. 


C.Walt Whitman though a religious skeptic actually describes this idea in His poem, O Me! O 
Life!


Oh me! Oh life! of the questions of these recurring,

Of the endless trains of the faithless, of cities fill’d with the foolish,

Of myself forever reproaching myself, (for who more foolish than I, and who more faithless?)

Of eyes that vainly crave the light, of the objects mean, of the struggle ever renew’d,

Of the poor results of all, of the plodding and sordid crowds I see around me,

Of the empty and useless years of the rest, with the rest me intertwined,

The question, O me! so sad, recurring—What good amid these, O me, O life?


                                       Answer.

That you are here—that life exists and identity,

That the powerful play goes on, and you may contribute a verse.


D. For Walt Whitman, His answer to the seeming futility of life was: there is a play being 
performed and “you may contribute a verse.” Though this is inspirational, it is at best only a 
partial truth. King Solomon endowed with God with a gift of wisdom became the author of 
much of the wisdom literature in scripture (Proverbs, SS, Ecclesiastes) and he wrote a whole 
book wrestling with the question of life’s meaning. In Ecclesiastes Solomon sets the premise of 
the book (Ecc 1:2), “Vanity of vanities” says the preacher, Vanity of Vanities! All is meaningless.” 


E.“If you read Ecclesiastes - As you might have noticed, Ecclesiastes is totally obsessed with 
this word. He can't get enough of it. It's his catchphrase. But there's a problem—the word 
"vanity" is sort of a weird way to translate the Hebrew word, hevel, which means something 
closer to "mere breath" (as the scholar Robert Alter translates it). Yeah, "vanity" has more of a 
ring to it than "mere breath"—but that's the truth. And another issue with the word "vanity" is 
that it has too many negative connotations. It's like saying "Everything is fake!" or something 
like that. But the actual meaning of the world is a little more subtle—"insubstantial" might be 
the best way of phrasing it. Things that are full of "vanity" aren't bad; they're just ephemeral, 
fleeting: not worth getting attached to. There is a bit of absurdity and futility mixed up in it, but 
it's not the same as what "vanity" implies, even though that's the classic translation.(https://
www.shmoop.com/ecclesiastes/vanity-allegory.html)


F.So what is the meaning of a life, is it "breath of breath” and “vanity of vanities” or is this a  
powerful play where we may contribute a verse.


1. Solomon discovers by the end of the book that the pursuit of money, power, pleasure, 
and knowledge is indeed striving after wind, but there is one thing that makes all else 
matter. 


a.Ecc. 12:13, “The conclusion, when all had been heard, is: fear God and keep His 
commandments, because this applies to every person. 14 For God will bring 
every act to judgement, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.” 

b.Hebrews 4:13 “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is 
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 
The bringing of every act to judgement will take place at your eventual resurrection.
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G. So Solomons answers was that your part in the story is not meaningless, but only takes on 
the fullness of meaning in light of knowing the stories creator and His ultimate act of 
redemption and judgement. 

IV.  Taking the Hero’s Journey


A.There is a narrative thread around this cosmic, historical, and personal event that runs clean 
through your life. It involves you, when something happened to Christ in that tomb, it made a 
way for something dramatic to happen to you. The classic structure of any narrative thread 
is the monomyth, the archetypal hero’s journey.  

1. Wikipedia: “A classic structure of narrative thread often used in both fiction and non-
fiction writing is the monomyth, or hero's journey, with a beginning, a middle, and an 
end. First, typically the harmony of daily life is broken by a particularly dramatic event 
that leads into the main story. Then, second, the plot builds to a point of no return, from 
where the protagonist – who need not be a person but may be an organization or a 
community – has no choice but to deal with matters, and thus is tested. At this point, 
characteristically, there is conflict and the conflict intensifies. Third, and finally, harmony 
is reestablished by the conflict being solved, or at least explained in the case of non-
fiction.” 


2.Jesus life followed this pattern, and often our own lives do as well. Which is why we love 
and understand stories told in this way, we see the same arcs repeating themselves in 
our own lives. In this sense art imitates real life. 


a.In his theory of Mimesis, Plato says that all art is mimetic by nature; art is an 
imitation of life. 

3.“The beginning of every story always includes a foreshadowing of the end, from the 
opening of every good story there is always the evidence of the inevitable but surprising 
conclusion.” - Bryce McNabb


B.Jesus resurrection account is the origin story of your monomyth. 


1. Mat 28:1  Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. Mat 28:2  And behold, there was a 
great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat on it. Mat 28:3  His countenance was like 
lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. Mat 28:4  And the guards shook for fear of 
him, and became like dead men. Mat 28:5  But the angel answered and said to the 
women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. Mat 
28:6  He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 
Mat 28:7  And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed 
He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you."Mat 
28:8  So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His 
disciples word. Mat 28:9  And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying, "Rejoice!" So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.


C. Your hero story must ultimately intersect and intertwine with Jesus’. In John 3, We peek in on 
a conversation between Nicodemus a pharisee and Jesus. Nicodemus ostensibly is there to 
test the credentials of the purported Messiah. As he talks with Him, Jesus expounds on the 
spiritual conversion required to become a participant in Messiahs eternal kingdom. This 
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spiritual new birth that Jesus describes is a necessary intersection between your story and 
Jesus’. 


1. John 3:3-5 Nicodemus asks “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.[a]” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. 
“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit.  

V. The Last Day 


D.There is one who is truly the firstborn from the dead. He has gone before you and, if you are in 
Him, you will be raised on the last day. In heaven currently there is only one person who has 
received a physical glorified body, every other person is a disembodied spirit. A day is coming 
when we will all be redeemed and resurrected as He was. 


E.Jesus in his earthly life raised people from the dead, but their resurrection was a resuscitation 
of their old body, not a resurrection with an eternal body.


1.Jesus’ actually uses the raising of Lazarus as a physical sign of his ultimate power to 
raise the dead indestructibly. Jesus first let’s let Lazarus die, and in doing so 
foreshadows His ability to raise all on the last day. 


a.Joh 11:21  Now Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother 
would not have died. Joh 11:22  But even now I know that whatever You ask of 
God, God will give You.” Joh 11:23  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again.” 
Joh 11:24  Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
at the last day.” Joh 11:25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. Joh 11:26  And whoever 
lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” Joh 11:27  She said 
to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come 
into the world.”


F.When this one who “Is the Resurrection” comes back, when Christ returns, we will move 
speedily toward our final judgement. All those righteous will be raised and rewarded and 
eventually the unrighteous are going to rise and receive eternal punishment. 


G.Here are some final verses on the Resurrection of the ‘Last Day’ which is the conclusion of 
your narrative thread.  

1. Joh 5:26  For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in 
Himself, Joh 5:27  and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is 
the Son of Man. Joh 5:28  Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all 
who are in the graves will hear His voice Joh 5:29  and come forth—those who have 
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the 
resurrection of condemnation. 

2.Php 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,Php 3:21  who will transform our lowly body that it may 
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be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even 
to subdue all things to Himself.


3. 1Th 4:13  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 1Th 4:14  For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in 
Jesus. 1Th 4:15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who 
are asleep. 1Th 4:16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 1Th 4:17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 1Th 4:18  Therefore comfort one another with these words.


V. Behold I Make All Things New 


A.There is a scene in the Passion of the Christ, and it shows Jesus weak, battered and bloodied, 
carrying the cross up to Golgotha through the streets of Jerusalem. The crowd is jeering at 
Him, He has been flogged and crowned with thorns. In this scene He falls on the ground under 
the weight of the cross, and His mother Mary runs desperately to His side wanting to somehow 
relieve his suffering. Jesus speaks words of comfort to to her in an inspired fictional 
line,“Behold I am making all things new.” 


B.In this, He is quoting the words of Revelation 22:5 when the Father speaks from the throne 
declaring He has completed the redemption of creation. He has created a new heaven and 
new earth for God and His resurrected people to dwell upon. 


C.This scene is a reminder that Jesus in His resurrection began the work that that will be 
brought to completing through our resurrection and the redemption of all creation. We each are 
invited to participate in His resurrection, and our response will allow the Father to say at the 
culmination of this age and the beginning of the next, “Behold I make all things new.” 


a.Rev 21:1  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Rev 21:2  Then I, John, 
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. Rev 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from 
heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their 
God.Rev 21:4  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away."Rev 21:5  Then He who sat on the throne said, 
"Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words 
are true and faithful."Rev 21:6  And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life 
freely to him who thirsts.Rev 21:7  He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I 
will be his God and he shall be My son.Rev 21:8  But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall 
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.”
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