
PROPHECY SEMINAR  
GROWING IN THE PROPHETIC GIFT  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020

I. Introduction 
A. In the next session we will discuss three keys to growing in the prophetic: Abiding in In-

timacy, Embracing Mystery, and Staying Hungry. We will in each section cover and area 
of “Purely Practical”. 

II. Abide in Intimacy 

A. In John 5, Jesus heals a paralytic on the sabbath and angers the pharisees, who then 
sought to kill Him. In response to their criticism Jesus gives them a precious insight into 
operating in the gifts. Jesus shows us that he operated in the gifts from a place of de-
pendence upon the Father.  

1. Joh 5:19  “Then Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, 
the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatev-
er He does, the Son also does in like manner.’”  

B. Peter later summarizes the ministry of Jesus at Cornelius’ house and describes that the 
power Jesus moved in to heal the sick and deliver the oppressed was from the Holy 
Spirit.  

1. Act 10:36  “The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace 
through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all—37  that word you know, which was pro-
claimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John 
preached: 38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the dev-
il, for God was with Him.”  

C. In the upper room discourse, Jesus’ final time of instruction before the cross, He calls 
his disciples into the same intimacy that fueled the power of His ministry. They would 
need the Holy Spirit, they would need to have fellowship with Him, and the result would 
be good works flowing from Godly character, which is a life of abundant fruitfulness!  

1. Joh 14:12  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do 
he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My 
Father…16  And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that 
He may abide with you forever” 

2. Joh 15:5  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 
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D. In his instruction to the Corinthians on the spiritual gifts, Paul puts the same priority of 
intimacy, describing a heart full of love toward God and others as “the most excellent 
way.”  

1. 1 Co 12:31  “But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excel-
lent way…1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.” 

a) We often fall into the trap of pitting the importance of the gifts & the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit against one another; however, a life that emulates Christ embraces 
the necessity of both. We are called to pursue the fullness of Jesus’ power and 
virtue in our lives, while the priority is upon expressing love through the gifts be-
cause love should characterize every part of the Christian life. However, never 
are we told to pursue love to the neglect of the gifts.  

b) Many in the body of Christ have emphasized the pursuit of Godly character to 
the neglect of spiritual power, but the word of God instructs us to pursue both! 
We don’t want just half the package—we want to be like Jesus.  

2. 1Co 14:1  “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy.”  

3. 1Co 16:14  “Let all that you do be done with love.” 

E. Purely Practical:  
1. You will only walk in the Spirit as much as you talk to the Holy Spirit. Asking through-

out your day, “What are you saying Holy Spirit? What are you doing?” is a sim-
ple way to attune yourself to His activity, and make yourself available to be used by 
Him.  

2. We must be intentional about receiving the Spirit’s prophetic leading, and He will of-
ten answer by giving us faint impressions. One simple phrase from the Spirit gives 
us a “hint” as to what He will do. It is like a key that opens a door. 

3. Here are some faint ways God can impress things upon us:  
a)  Mental pictures: reoccurring impressions or pictures in our minds that indicate 

how the Lord will touch others by imparting His grace or healing to them. 
b) Emotional stirrings: feeling various emotions like joy, sadness, or a burden for 

a person or a ministry as an indicator that the Lord will touch others related to 
that emotion or burden. 

c) Sympathetic pains: feeling pain in a specific part of our bodies as an indicator 
that the Lord desires to heal the disease or pain that others are feeling in that 
particular part of their body.    
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d)  Physical sensations: experiencing the Spirit’s presence (heat, energy, fire, 
wind, etc.) in a specific area of our bodies or through our five senses (e.g. smell 
or taste) as an indicator that the Lord desires to touch others in a way related to 
the physical sensation that we received.  

4. Our agreement and declaration with what He shows us is the key that opens the 
door. The demonstration of the Spirit’s power often follows the declaration of God’s 
word from the lips of a believer. The Spirit moves as we speak words that agree 
with God’s will. 

5.  There area also three elements to receiving prophetic insight:  
a) Revelation - the actual “raw material” we receive from God (vision, dream, 

prophetic word, impression) 
b) Interpretation - how we come to understand that information  

(1) Consider the question: What language is God speaking, is it biblical, person-
al, or cultural?  

(2) Sometimes a ‘revelation’ or symbol to us can seem strange because we don’t 
understand the context, but a strange image may carry deeply personal 
meaning we are unaware of. (ex: a picture of a person with gleaming white 
teeth) 

c) Application - what we do in light of the revelation & interpretation  
(1) This is often the least exciting, but often is where the fruitfulness and impact 

of the experience bears its fruit.  

6. Discerning God’s Voice 

a) We often experience three voices: the soul (our own), God’s, or the enemies.  

b) Learning to distinguish between these even within the same experience allows 
us to learn to filter what is God, and what is not. I often ask myself in discerning 
what I am hearing, what is the impact on my heart as I experience this impres-
sion, prophetic word, or revelation. We need to discern it within ourselves, and 
within the sharing of others.  

III. Embrace Mystery 

A. We often dislike mystery because it requires us to release control, but that is often ex-
actly what God needs us to surrender in order to use us. God uses mystery to create a 
submitted and trusting heart.  
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B. Paul in context is explaining the priority of edification in the gifts, however he hits on an 
important truth related to many of the gifts that when embraced will help us navigate op-
erating in them.  At times they are mysterious!!! Not only tongues, but for many of them 
their operation is miraculous and does not follow set formulas. 

1. 1Co 14:2  “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no 
one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.” 

C. While we can discern principles concerning the gifts from scripture or experience, there 
are also times when God seemingly defies those same principles. He simply will not stay 
in our little boxes or be bound by our formulas.  

1. Joh 3:8  “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 

2. Num 12:6  “Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, 
the LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream… 
in dark sayings;” 

A. If we can’t learn to accept, and even enjoy the mystery that comes with functioning in 
the gifts then we will not enjoy working with Holy Spirit in the supernatural. He can be 
very unpredictable.  

1. Act 16:23  “And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into 
prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24  Having received such 
a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25  
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26  Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors 
were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.” 

a) My question would have been, “Couldn’t we have done the earthquake sooner?” 
We all want the mighty confirming supernatural sign, we don’t want the stripes 
and imprisonment.  

2. Act 16:6  “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they 
were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7  After they had come 
to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. 8  So 
passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9  And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’ 10  Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we 
sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.” 
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3. Act 10:17  “Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he 
had seen meant, behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made in-
quiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate. 18  And they called and asked 
whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. 19  While Peter 
thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Behold, three men are seeking 
you. 20  Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I 
have sent them.’” 

4. Mar 8:23  “So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And 
when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw 
anything. 24  And he looked up and said, ‘I see men like trees, walking.’ 25  Then He 
put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored 
and saw everyone clearly.” 

5. Act 19:11  “Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12  so that 
even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the dis-
eases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.” 

B. A note of caution: mystery does not equal insanity, spooky, or weird. It is mysterious that 
I can take my hand out of my pocket and lay it on a sick person, and see something 
miraculous happen that is naturally impossible. It is mysterious why one is healed at a 
particular time, and another is not. It is mysterious that miracles and healing sometimes 
happen progressively and other times instantaneously. We must embrace glorious mys-
tery, without taking the “hamburger helper.”  (ex: a girl’s arches were healed but her 
stomach was not, a girl was healed of multiple issues progressively over weeks) 

C. Purely Practical: 

1. We must learn to be “supernaturally natural” while embracing the mystery and “risk” 
of Holy Spirit ministry. Paul concludes his explanation of the administration of the 
gifts with the admonition for orderliness.  
a) 1Co 14:40  “Let all things be done decently and in order.” 

2. We want to dial down emotionally or quiet our souls so we can “listen,” or discern 
the impressions of the Spirit, when we are praying for people. This is opposite to stir-
ring our souls up with fervor when ministering to people. Do not feel pressure to 
come up with something. Our responsibility is to be open to the Spirit.    

IV. Stay Hungry  
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A. Paul opens his letter of correction to the Corinthians concerning Spiritual gifts with a 
prayer that they would have more of what is getting them in trouble in the first place. He 
doesn’t want them to have less of God just because it is messy, He just wants them to 
steward with wisdom what they have received for the purpose of maximum edification.  

1. 1Co 1:4  “I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was 
given to you by Christ Jesus, 5  that you were enriched in everything by Him in all 
utterance and all knowledge, 6  even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in 
you, 7  so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 8  who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

B. He admonishes them later to “earnestly desire” and “desire spiritual gifts”.  

1. 1Co 12:31  But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excel-
lent way… 

2. 1Co 14:1  Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy.  

C. In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit is poured out in the upper room, and because of the preaching 
and miracles that ensued the disciples were dragged before the Sanhedrin and threat-
ened. Their response? In Acts 4:24 they ask for more of the same power that got them 
in trouble in the first place. By Acts 5, Peter’s shadow is healing the sick.  

1. Act 4:29  “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all 
boldness they may speak Your word, 30  by stretching out Your hand to heal, and 
that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant 
Jesus.” 

D. Paul was desperate for the Gifts of the Spirit to operate because he understood the vital 
role they played in the advancement of the Gospel.   

1. 1 Co 2:3  “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4  And my 
speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5  that your faith should not be 
in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 

2. 1 Co 4:20  “For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.” 
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3. Heb 2:4  “God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?” 

E. We express our hunger by asking God for more. 

1. Luk 11:7  “And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, 'Don't bother me. The door is 
locked for the night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can't help you.' 8 But I tell 
you this—though he won't do it for friendship's sake, if you keep knocking long 
enough, he will get up and give you whatever you need because of your shameless 
persistence.9  And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask 
for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be 
opened to you.10  For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. 
And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11  You fathers—if your chil-
dren ask [for bread, do you give them a stone? Or if they ask] for a fish, do you give 
them a snake instead? 12  Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? 
Of course not! 13  So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him."   

F. Purely Practical  

1. We must value the power of God even when it is released in small measures. We 
must not despise the smaller measures. In our pride we can easily despise the 
smallness of God’s power in our ministry. Some are only interested in God’s power 
when it is manifest as an unusual and dramatic measure. It is easy to be zealous to 
function in healing and the prophetic when there is a great measure of power re-
leased. In other words, we want to walk in the the gifts on our terms. It takes humility 
to walk with God on His terms of being faithful and grateful in the days of smallness 

2. Why do believers neglect to operate in the gifts? It takes love and spiritual vigor to 
minister in them often. Why? It requires attentiveness to the Spirit to receive small 
impressions from Him. It also requires energy and that we take risks to act on the 
impressions. There is an intensity involved in being continually available to the Spirit. 
To be attentive implies refusing the indulgence of anxiety and self-pity that cause so 
much emotional traffic. It is easier to draw back from all this. 

a) 1Pe 4:11  “Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God Himself 
were speaking through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all 
the strength and energy that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring 
glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to Him forever and ever! 
Amen.” (NLT)
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