
Session 3: Shame to Sonship- Sunday, January 26, 2020 

 

1. Reviewing last week:  

 

■ Last week we saw the larger story of Gods’ desire and design to restore 
us from the shame of our fallen state. Today we will find ourselves in this 
larger story, what is our part to play in the larger story of God’s 
redemption?  

 

■ Review: from Genesis 1, God has created us uniquely in His image. His 
first act in creation was to bless us, because His plan was always for us to 
rule with Him as his dearly loved children exercising dominion over his 
creation. After God had made us he showed us all he has made, “Look I 
have given you…” He said after all was made and put in our care that the 
creation was very good.  

 

■ But we mistrusted that God was good toward us, we believed he was 
withholding, we fell for Satans accusations against God and in our giving 
into temptation- we along with all creation became subject to the curse. 
Our relationship with God was broken. In our loss of intimacy we 
ultimately all lost our identify.  

 

■ Man and Woman experienced shame for the first time, and hid 
themselves from God and sowed fig leaves as a covering. Intimacy was 
broken, and with it right identity was lost. God cursed us, and that curse 
still abides on humanity today- but in Christ it is taken away. God sowed 
together animal skins as a prophetic promise of the atonement to come. 
One day it will be fully lifted off creation, but we live in an interim period.  

 

■ God will ultimately restore what was lost in Zion in the fall,  



● Rev 22:3  And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve 
Him. 

● Rev 21:5  And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am 
making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this 
down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.”Rev 21:6 
And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will 
give freely from the springs of the water of life.Rev 21:7  All who 
are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their 
God, and they will be my children. 

 

■ The ultimate victory described in Revelation, and the restoration that will 
ultimately occur in Zion. God has begun to wrought that work in the 
human spirit, through the mystery of new birth. Having examined the 
narrative, and coming to faith that God is good and His plan has always 
been as a loving father to restore our identity and intimacy with Him, lets 
look in a very personal way tonight at what happened in your life when 
you were born again. 

 

■ Since we are saved and sanctified by faith, it is the knowing and 
growing in the revelation of who we are in Christ that transforms us 
more into the image of beloved Sons and daughters to our heavenly 
father.  

 

■ If we are looking to live a life full of the Spirit of God, victorious over Sin, 
hopeful regarding the future, and rightly preparing ourselves in prayer and 
in obedience for the next age- we have to understand how the narrative of 
fallen humanity and ultimately redemption are playing out in our lives 
individually.  

 

2. Lets talk briefly about what happened when we were born again. Just to encourage us, and 
then we will bring the narrative of Gen 1- Rev 22, and see how it comes together in Romans 8 in 
the life of the believer. Paul saw this narrative and taught the truth of what it meant, that the 
believer now has a part in bringing reception to creation.  



 

II.Our identity in Christ 

 

A.The moment you trust Christ many wonderful things happen to you. 
This is what occurred in your life the moment you put your faith in Him.  

1.All your sins are forgiven (Col. 2:13-14) 

a)Col 2:13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with 
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 

 

2. You become a child of God (John 1:12; Romans 8:15)  

a) Joh 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, to those who believe 
in His name: 

b) Rom 8:15  For you did not receive the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we 
cry out, "Abba, Father.” 

 

3. You receive eternal life (John 5:24)  

a) Joh 5:24  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My 
word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, 
and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from 
death into life. 

 

4. You are delivered from Satan’s domain and transferred in the 
kingdom of Christ (Col. 1:13)  

a) Col 1:13  He has delivered us from the power of darkness 
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 

 



5. Christ comes to dwell within you (Col. 1:27, Rev 3:20)  

a) Col 1:27  To them God willed to make known what are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

b) Rev 3:20  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 
and dine with him, and he with Me. 

 

6. You become a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17) 

a) 2Co 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new. 

 

7. You are declared righteous by God (2 Cor 5:21)  

a)  2Co 5:21  For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him. 

 

8. You enter into a love relationship with God (1 John 4:9-11)  

a) 1Jn 4:9  God showed how much he loved us by sending 
his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal 
life through him. 

b)1Jn 4:10  This is real love—not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our 
sins. 

9. You are accepted by God (Col. 1:19-22) 

a) Col 1:19  For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in 
Christ, Col 1:20  and through him God reconciled 
everything to himself. He made peace with everything in 



heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the 
cross. Col 1:21  This includes you who were once far away 
from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by 
your evil thoughts and actions. Col 1:22  Yet now he has 
reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his 
physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own 
presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand 
before him without a single fault. 

b) Look specifically at Ephesains 1:3-14, and Romans 8. Lets 
start with Eph. 1. We can Read Ephesians 1:3-14 and 
consider the following truths about your identity. Let’s open 
to that together now.  

In Summary  

1. He has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing.  

2. He chose us in Him.  

3. He made us to be Holy and blameless in His sight in love  

4. He predestined us to be adopted as His children. 

5. He has freely given us His grace.  

6. In Him we have redemption through His blood. 

7. He has given us forgiveness of sins according to the riches of 
Gods grace.  

8. We are now accepted in the beloved. 

 

Eph 1:3  All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before 
he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his 
eyes. Eph 1:5  God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to 
himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. Eph 
1:6  So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear 
Son. Eph 1:7  He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the 
blood of his Son and forgave our sins. ...Eph 1:11  Furthermore, because we are united with 
Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes 
everything work out according to his plan. 



 
Then Paul launches on the heels of this explanation into a prayer of Revelation, because he is 
excited for us to know who we are in Christ- the inheritance, the power, the riches that we have 
now that we are in Christ. He is praying that you would know what you will receive as a Child of 
God.  
 
Eph 1:15  Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 
saints,Eph 1:16  do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:Eph 
1:17  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,Eph 1:18  the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 
glory of His inheritance in the saints,Eph 1:19  and what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power Eph 1:20  which 
He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, Eph 1:21  far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 
 

D. Lets see how it comes together in Romans 8 in the life of the believer. 
Paul saw this narrative (Fall & Sin, Redemption & Atonement, Future Inheritance 
& Glory)  and taught the truth of what it meant, that the believer now has a part in 
bringing reception to creation.  

 
So I want to present 5 truths critical to Pauls understanding of our identity found in Romans 8:  
 

(1) Life found in the Spirit gives victory over Sin 

(2) We are heirs with Christ. 

(3) There is a future Glory we can rest our hope In 

(4) God’s Everlasting Love is the foundation of our confidence.  

 

1. Life in the Spirit gives victory over Sin 

Rom 8:9  But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you 
have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of 
Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) Rom 8:10  And Christ lives within you, so even 
though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made 
right with God.Rom 8:11  The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And 



just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this 
same Spirit living within you. 
 

2.  We are heirs with Christ. 

 
Rom 8:12  Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful 
nature urges you to do. Rom 8:13  For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the 
power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live. Rom 8:14  For 
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. Rom 8:15  So you have not 
received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he 
adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” Rom 8:16  For his Spirit 
joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. Rom 8:17  And since we are his 
children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if 
we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. 
 

● Not only do we benefit from the relational connection with God, but Pauls main 
point is there is real authority, riches, and inheritance tied to your identity as a 
child.  

 

● 1Co 3:21  So don’t boast about following a particular human leader. For everything 
belongs to you—1Co 3:22  whether Paul or Apollos or Peter, or the world, or life and 
death, or the present and the future. Everything belongs to you, 1Co 3:23  and you 
belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. 

 
(He is taking a very practical concern (tribalism, divisions, petty squabbling, and he is saying - if 
you understood what you are going to receive, you wouldn’t worry about this)  
 

● the implications of being heirs with Christ is that by His spirit we can achieve Victory over 
Sin, but it also requires that we suffer in this present age as Christ suffered. Our identity 
with Hims will cause us to identify with His suffering.  

 

● John 15:20 “Remember what I told you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey 
yours also.” 

 



3.  There is a future Glory we can rest our hope In  

 
Rom 8:18  Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. 
Rom 8:19  For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his 
children really are. 
Rom 8:20  Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 
Rom 8:21  the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious 
freedom from death and decay. 
Rom 8:22  For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up 
to the present time. 
Rom 8:23  And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a 
foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, 
too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted 
children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 
 
It is a reconciling groan. The groan is the consequence within us of the dissonance between 
ultimate Glory, but the evil present age. We groan and pray with the Holy Spirit unto the day 
when everything is made One again. The rift of the Garden, will be resolved and right order 
restored.  
 
Joh 11:33  Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, 
He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 
Joh 11:34  And He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to Him, "Lord, come and see." 
Joh 11:35  Jesus wept. 
 
 
Rom 8:24  We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we 
don’t need to hope for it. 
Rom 8:25  But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and 
confidently.) 
Rom 8:26  And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God 
wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in 
words. 
Rom 8:27  And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit 
pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will. 
Rom 8:28  And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 
Rom 8:29  For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so 
that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 



Rom 8:30  And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, 
he gave them right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave 
them his glory. 
 

● We can be confident in trials, because we know the outcome and he chose us to 
become like Jesus, and hardship is simply part of that process  

 

4. God’s everlasting love is the foundation of our confidence. How can we know, that we 
are going to actually make it through the suffering, and trials of this present age and 
actually experience that glory of the next. We have confidence bc/ of the intimacy we 
share with Him that our identity is firmly established and irrefutable.  

a. God's Everlasting Love 
i. Rom 8:31  What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If 

God is for us, who can ever be against us? 
ii. Rom 8:32  Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for 

us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 
iii. Rom 8:33  Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No 

one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself. 
iv. Rom 8:34  Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for 

us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at 
God’s right hand, pleading for us. 

v. Rom 8:35  Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it 
mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are 
persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with 
death? 

vi. Rom 8:36  (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; 
we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 

vii. Rom 8:37  No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ, who loved us. 

viii. Rom 8:38  And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us 
from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 

ix. Rom 8:39  No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Can we say that tonight with Paul, I am convinced - I am His, He is Mine. His love for me has 
persuaded me, nothing in all creation can keep me from receiving all He is created me to 
receive, inheritance, eternal life, a glorified body. All of it, we get everything.  



 
Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 
 


