
Part 2: Shame to Sonship  
 

1. Introduction  

 

○ Summary: Amy Lyle gave us an incredible message last week, and I want to take 
just a moment to tease out some of what she shared that I felt was very 
profound.  

 

1. What was the story of the prodigal Son really about? Answer: the 
goodness of the Father.  

 

2. Where do we find ourselves in the story? Those who run from the 
Father’s goodness like the younger Son, or refuse to trust his goodness 
toward us and insist on working for it like the older brother. Both were 
found outside the Father’s house. 

 

3. The younger son didn’t just receive forgiveness (the robe, sandals, and 
ring) but he also had to receive celebration and blessing. Shame 
sometimes wants to lie to us and limit the Father’s kindness, saying “You 
can have forgiveness, but you aren’t worthy enough to truly be delighted 
in or celebrated.”  

 

4. When we receive celebration, kindness, and blessing in our most 
undeserved state, God receives the maximum glory. No one went to the 
party and thought what a deserving son, the point is what and amazing 
and good father.  

 

5. Let’s take a moment to pray, and then we are going to dive deeper into 
the narrative of the scripture of God’s goodness as a Father, and how the 
relationship he invites us into free’s us from the grip of shame.  

 



● Preview: In tonight’s message, I am going to take us all the way back to the Garden to 
show us the origins of shame in the human condition, and then all the way forward to 
Zion to reveal the ultimate triumph of God’s kindness. We will look at how in Christ our 
intimacy and identity were restored, and just as we were part of the breaking of humanity 
in the fall we will have a part in it’s redemption as all creation is made new. We will close 
with Romans 8, that beautifully summarizes tonights main point: Identity is established 
through intimacy, when we lost intimacy with God we lost our sense of identity. 
When our intimacy with him is restored our identity is established, and we walk 
free from shame and condemnation.  

 

● Garden to Zion  

 

1. In the beginning we see God creating everything. The celestial bodies, the sun, 
the moon, the stars, the seas the dry land, and everything that is in them. He 
concludes with the crown of his creation a human made in His own image.  

 

2. Lets look at the heart of the proud papa in the narrative of creation:  

 

1. He created humanity uniquely to bear his image, and then gave them 
literally all the rest of creation to rule over. He also breathed into man, and 
created him with His own hands. This speaks of the unique mark of God 
that humanity bears, we are those who have his image, fashioned with 
His hands, He breathed Himself into our nostrils.  

 

● Gen 1:26  Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our 
image, to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the 
birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, 
and the small animals that scurry along the ground.” Gen 1:27  So 
God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them. 

 



● Gen 2:7  Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of 
the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, 
and the man became a living person. 

 

2. His first act after creating them was blessing them!  

 

● Gen 1:28  Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 
multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, 
the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the 
ground.” 

 

3. I hear God as an excited Father declaring, “Look at what I have given you…”  

● Gen 1:29  Then God said, “Look! I have given you every 
seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for 
your food. 

● Gen 1:30  And I have given every green plant as food for all the 
wild animals, the birds in the sky, and the small animals that 
scurry along the ground—everything that has life.” And that is 
what happened. 

● When I got my first car, my parents were so proud to give me 
something that filled me with excitement. It was a blue forerunner 
way back in 2000, I remember my mom pride as she surprised me 
with it in the driveway.  

● I remember we gave our daughters bicycles at Christmas, I was 
so proud to see them receiving and enjoying what I  have given 
them. I love giving them things that I get to teach them to use, 
because intimacy and interaction around the gift is as important as 
the gift itself. God gave us creation as a place where we could 
exhibit the very characteristics of the one who created us, and 
learn to rule alongside him.  

 

4. The first Chapter of Genesis concludes with God having ordered humanity in 
leadership over creation, and he saw that at that moment it wasn’t just good- it was very 
good!  



● Gen 1:31  Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw 
that it was very good! And evening passed and morning came, 
marking the sixth day. 

 

5. He has always intended us to be his children who rule over the creation along with 
Him. He entrusted to us all he made, because of His great love and pleasure. We must see this 
is who God is, and this is always how he wanted it to be. GOD is good, what he made was 
Good, and what he intended in putting us in charge as His image bearers over all he had made 
- this was very good!  

 

○ The Fall and the Entrance of Shame  

 

1. From a purely relational perspective we see that the deterioration of 
Adam and Eve’s relationship with God was rooted in mis-trust. They did 
not believe God was truly good toward them, they believed the serpent 
when the serpent implied God was withholding.  

 

2. Conversely our restoration in intimacy with God, depends on our ability to 
trust His goodness toward us.  

● Gen 3:4  “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman.Gen 
3:5  “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat 
it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” 

 

● Gen 3:6  The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was 
beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom 
it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then 
she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, 
too.Gen 3:7  At that moment their eyes were opened, and they 
suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig 
leaves together to cover themselves. 

 

 



3. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the fruit, they sinned in their 
disobedience and what God said was true- occurred they immediately discerned their 
own evil- and they felt shame for the first time. We have been discerning our own evil, 
and feeling shame ever since.  

 

● Gen 3:8  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. 

 

● They had intimacy with God, but their sin and shame broke that 
intimacy and now they hid from God, and tried to cover their 
shame with fig leaves.  

 

● Then they tried to hide that shame with fig leaves, which we 
ourselves often try to do today. I want to take a moment and 
consider- What are the inadequate fig leaves we use to hide our 
shame? 

 

● We cover our brokenness with performance, religiosity, 
money/appearance, sometimes we dull our shame with alcohol, 
fantasy, or escape into media, food, or entertainment.  

 

● The fig leaves represent our inadequate efforts to cover our own 
wickedness, to paper over our shamefulness and brokenness.  

 

4. God now places a curse upon the serpent, the woman and the man.  

 

● Gen 3:16  Then he said to the woman, “I will sharpen the pain of 
your pregnancy, and in pain you will give birth. And you will 
desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you.” 



 

● Gen 3:17  And to the man he said, “Since you listened to your wife 
and ate from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat, the 
ground is cursed because of you. All your life you will struggle 
to scratch a living from it. 

 

● Gen 3:18  It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will 
eat of its grains. 

 

● Gen 3:19  By the sweat of your brow will you have food to eat until 
you return to the ground from which you were made. For you were 
made from dust, and to dust you will return.” 

 

1. Woman: pain, seek to control, ruling over 
(oppression)from men Man: struggle, thorns and 
thistles (no fruit), sweat of your brow, death (you will 
return to dust) 

 

● Gen 3:21  And the LORD God made clothing from animal skins for 
Adam and his wife. 

 

i. Yet God in His mercy gives a sufficient covering, that covers their shame. 
He makes clothing of animal skin. Which is a picture of the sufficiency of 
the atonement that Christ, the lamb of God would provide.  

 

ii. Consider how much better a covering clothing from animal skin is in 
comparison to sewed fig leaves. One covers more completely, and is 
enduring. One is temporary, partial, and wears out easily. Our own 
answers to our shame are ultimately inadequate in comparison to the 
answer that God will give us in Christ.  

 



iii. In the animal skins God was making a pledge to ultimately remove our 
shame.  

 
 

5. Now lets skip forward from the foreshadowing, to the fullness of the promise found in 
Revelation 21 & 22. My Bible titles Revelation 22 “Eden Restored” 

 

1. Rev 22:3  And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.Rev 22:4 
They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.Rev 
22:5  There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the 
sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and 
ever. 

 

● “There shall be no more curse” what curse is being referenced, 
the curse placed on us in the garden for our disobedience.  

 

● In this passage we see the fullness of God’s plan to restore the 
intimacy (they shall see His face), the  glory & purity (there shall 
be no night there), and the authority (and they shall reign forever 
and ever) of His people that we forsook in the Garden.  

 

● This is what God has created us for, not just to live eternally but 
live eternally in intimacy, glory, and authority. The Spirit of God 
tells us bears witness within us, that this is what we are created 
for.  

 

● Rev 21:3  I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, 
God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, 
and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.Rev 
21:4  He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no 
more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 
forever.”Rev 21:5  And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I 



am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this 
down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.”Rev 21:6  And he 
also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 
Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from 
the springs of the water of life.Rev 21:7  All who are victorious 
will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and 
they will be my children. 

 

● Rev 21:27  Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who 
practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty—but only those 
whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

 

● It is tragic to consider the fallenness of Adam & Eve in the Garden, 
it is similarly awesome to consider the fullness of our restoration 
that is yet to come. So how do we get from the evil and 
shamefulness of the Garden, to the fullness and the 
redemption of Zion.  

 

● Part of what God invites us to learn is that we are  new creations 
made the image of the heavenly man. We are invited time again to 
live into our new identity given to us in Christ  

 

1. 2Co 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new. 

 

2. 1Co 15:48  As was the man of dust, so also are those who 
are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are 
those who are heavenly.1Co 15:49  And as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly Man. 

 



3. Heb 12:22  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an 
innumerable company of angels,Heb 12:23  to the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in 
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men 
made perfect,Heb 12:24  to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better 
things than that of Abel. 

 

1. Jesus came to restore all things, and the first thing He teaches us is a new way 
of relating to God that is rooted in the ultimate reality of heaven. That for eternity 
we will be the children of God, but that became our reality the moment were born 
again.  

 

■ Joh 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: Joh 1:13 
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 

 

The Restoration  

 

○ What was the first thing JESUS restored in His obedience, the reality that broken 
humans could again occupy the undeserved place of “son or daughter of God”. 
Jesus plumb lines us to the reality that God is a loving Father, and we are his 
children. He teaches us to pray (Matthew 6) that way, to trust God in that way 
(Luke 11:9-15) and to ultimately walk away from shame because of the goodness 
of who God is. Luke 12:32 tells us it is the Fathers good pleasure to give us the 
kingdom. 

1. Mat 6:9  Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept 
holy. 

2. Luk 11:13  So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him.” 

3. Luk 12:32  “So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great 
happiness to give you the Kingdom. 

 



The Summation Romans 8 

 

○ What we see in prophecy and promise, and what Jesus modeled and embodies, 
Paul tells us in Romans 8 how to live out…that is where we start next week.  

 

○ Paul describes in Romans 8 the fruit of a transformed life. Romans 8 - living 
according to the spirit is walking in our identity as Sons and daughters.  

 

i. Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the 
Spirit… 

ii. Rom 8:14  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 
God.Rom 8:15  So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful 
slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his 
own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”Rom 8:16  For his Spirit 
joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. Rom 8:17  And 
since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we 
are heirs of God’s glory. 

 
 


