
 
OWN THE STORY 

 
The Lord has taken OneRace and the church in our city on a Journey into His heart on 
issues of race this year. The major themes on this Journey have centered on knowing, 
owning and changing the story for future generations. This is part two of a three-part 
blog series related to those major themes: know the story, own the story & change the 
story.  

 
Intercession of the Righteous  
In 2 Chronicles 7:14 God says, “If my people who are called by my name will humble 
themselves, pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven forgive their sin and heal their land.” This was spoken by God to Solomon 
at the dedication of the Temple, as a promise to the people of God that in times of trial 
and judgment, God would show them mercy if they return to Him with all their heart. We 
see this in the life of Daniel, and in the intercessory prayer he makes on their behalf, 
however, Daniel was not the only intercessor who stood in the gap on behalf of the 
nation of Israel during the time of their captivity. Ezekiel the prophet, Nehemiah the 
builder, and Ezra the priest each played an integral role in both interceding and leading 
in the restoration of their nation. Each of these men, first, from the place of prayer and 
lament individually owned the collective sins of their people, though they themselves 
were righteous.  
 
Contrition and Confession  
Ezra cried out to God with deep sorrow because of the sins of the returning Israelites. In 
Ezra 9, he declares, “Still in my torn garment and robe, I fell to my knees with my hands 
outstretched to the Lord my God, and said, ‘My God, I am too ashamed and hurt to turn 
to you, because we’re in our iniquities over our heads. Furthermore, my God, our sins 
have grown as high as the heavens.’” 
 
Nehemiah acknowledged the sins of his nation and asked for the favor of God to return 
and rebuild Israel, which was in ruins. Nehemiah prayed in Nehemiah 1, “Lord, the God 
of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who 
love him and keep his commandments, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to 
hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the 
people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, 
have committed against you.”  
 
God was attentive to Daniel, Ezra and Nehemiah’s prayers and restored their nation. 
They were following the prescribed remedy for a diseased and troubled nation that God 
lays out in Joel 2:12-13, “Now, therefore,” says the Lord, ‘Turn to Me with all your heart, 
With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” So, rend your heart and not your 
garments, return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm. Who knows if He will turn and 
relent, and leave a blessing behind Him.” 



 
 
Collective Responsibility  
We see the power of the intercession of these righteous servants of old when they 
owned the collective story of their people as their own, and we take to heart that God 
promises to His church the same restoration when we turn from our sins and turn 
toward him. James 4:8 tells us, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. cleanse 
your hands you sinners, and purify your hearts you double-minded. Be miserable and 
mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 
Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” Let us pray and 
ask God to forgive us for our sins, and to lift us up into His presence.   
 
 


