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I. The Journey into Oneness


A. Introduction: Unity and intimacy are two relational dynamics that Jesus greatly desires 
for His church. In the high priestly prayer that Jesus prayed on the night he is betrayed, 
He intercedes that we would experience oneness with each other, and the depth of His 
love. I want to propose that if this was on the top of Jesus prayer list, it should be one of 
the burdens we carry as a Church in prayer as well. I want to set the table for you to enter 
into the prayer of Jesus, and experience transformation as you begin to relate to Him and 
one another out of the depth of a new reality of unity and intimacy. 


B. All true prayer begin out of a revelation of what God desires. It is when we understand 
what God wants and agree with Him that it would be done, that unimaginable power in 
prayer is released. This may seem simple, but many people spend more time praying for 
what they want, than discerning and interceding for what God wants. Let us develop 
prayer lives that are a conversation around the wants and desires of both parties. 


1.1Jn 5:14  Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us. 15  And if we know that He hears us, whatever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 


2.Joh 15:7  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you 
desire, and it shall be done for you.  

C.This was the kind of prayer life that Jesus modeled, one of both personal desire and 
submission to the will of the Father. When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He 
instructed them to ask for God’s will to be done, and He demonstrated this during His 
greatest time of personal trial. He asked for the Fathers will although it meant great 
personal suffering. Yet Jesus also models prayer expressed from the depths of His own 
desire. 


1.Mat 6:10  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 


2.Mat 26:42  Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if 
this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." 


3. Joh 17:24  "Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me 
where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved 
Me before the foundation of the world. 


D. So when Jesus prayed for the Church throughout all generations, what was his primary 
request? 
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1.Joh 17:20  "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me 
through their word; 21  that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in 
You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
22  And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just 
as We are one: 23  I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, 
and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You 
have loved Me. 


E. Jesus asks 4 times in these verses that we would be one, and that this unity would be 
the same unity that exists between the trinity. In the bible repetition ofter indicates 
significance. Jesus request is not simply unity characterized by agreement, but He asks 
for the very oneness that exists between He and the Father. He also reveals that the 
Fathers love for us, is the exact same as the Fathers love for Him! 


F.Consider, how united are the Trinity in heart, mind, and singleness of purpose? Jesus 
prays of us to experience this same oneness with the trinity, and each other! What would 
the Church be like if we shared this unity with one another and the Godhead? How would 
the world be changed? Jesus declares that our unity would unlocks the world’s ability to 
believe. In contrast, Satan who is called the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10) uses the 
sowing of un-forgiveness as a chief strategy to divide and conquer.  


1.2Co 2:10  Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have forgiven 
anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11  lest 
Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.


G. Intimacy is the strategy that unlocks oneness among us. Jesus prays, “I in them, and 
You in me; that they may be made perfect in one” and that this oneness will reveal to the 
world that Jesus was truly of divine origin, and testify to them the depth of love that exists 
in the Father’s heart for humanity. When the world sees’ a unity among the church that is 
devoid of anger, bitterness, un-forgiveness, hatred, selfish ambition, but instead full of 
love for God and one another, they will recognize Jesus is the Son of God. 


1.Col 3:13  Make allowance for each other's faults, and forgive anyone who offends 
you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14  Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.  

H.Lastly, lets look at Psalm 133 and the blessing of God that comes upon a united people.


1.Psa 133:1  How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in 
harmony! 2  For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil that was poured over 
Aaron's head, that ran down his beard and onto the border of his robe. 3  Harmony is 
as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon that falls on the mountains of Zion. And 
there the LORD has pronounced His blessing, even life everlasting. 


