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I. Invitation into Friendship  

A.In John 15:9-14, Jesus gives a clear invitation to His disciples. The invitation is into a 
new reality of friendship they had not yet experienced. As I read these verse, the question 
arose in my heart, “How can I respond to His invitation, by being a good friend to Jesus?” 
The following Bible study is part of my journey to answer that question.  

1.Joh 15:9-14  "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  
(10)  If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept 
My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  (11)  "These things I have 
spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.  (12)  
This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  (13)  
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.  (14)  
You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. (15)  No longer do I call you 
servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.  

2.Joh 3:29  He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the 
bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 

B.We are called to be friends of Bridegroom. He himself invited his disciples into this 
relationship, but what does it mean to be His friend? What are some of the qualities that 
characterize true friendship with Jesus? What is Jesus looking for in His friends? The 
following verses reveal both the kind of friend Jesus was, and how people can (and some 
did) respond to him in friendship.  

1.Jesus is looking for friends who are loyal to Him. 

a.Jas 2:23  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "ABRAHAM 
BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS." And he was called the friend of God. 

b.Jas 4:4  Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with 
the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. (5)  Or do you think that the Scripture 
says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously"? 

c.Joh 19:12  From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried 
out, saying, "If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever 
makes himself a king speaks against Caesar."  
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d.1Jn 1:6-7  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth.  (7)  But if we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

e.Pro 22:11  He who loves purity of heart And has grace on his lips, The king 
will be his friend. 

f.Psa 24:3-4  Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand 
in His holy place?  (4)  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has 
not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. 

2.Jesus is looking for friends who listen. 

a.Luk 10:38-42  Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain 
village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house.  
(39)  And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and heard 
His word.  (40)  But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she 
approached Him and said, "Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to 
serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me."  (41)  And Jesus answered and 
said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things.  
(42)  But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will 
not be taken away from her." 

b.Joh 13:25-26  Then, leaning back on Jesus' breast, he said to Him, "Lord, 
who is it?"  (26)  Jesus answered, "It is he to whom I shall give a piece of 
bread when I have dipped it." And having dipped the bread, He gave it to 
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon...Joh 21:20  Then Peter, turning around, saw 
the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at 
the supper, and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?"  
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c.1Co 2:9-12  But as it is written: "EYE HAS NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, 
NOR HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN THE THINGS WHICH 
GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  (10)  But God has 
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, 
the deep things of God.  (11)  For what man knows the things of a man except 
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God 
except the Spirit of God.  (12)  Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have 
been freely given to us by God. 

d.Joh 10:27  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me 

e.Amo 3:7  Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret 
to His servants the prophets. 

3.Jesus is looking for friends to share His sorrow & joy with. 
  

a.Joh 11:3  Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom 
You love is sick."...Joh 11:33-35  Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was 
troubled.  (34)  And He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to Him, 
"Lord, come and see."  (35)  Jesus wept. 

b.Mat 9:36-38  But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep 
having no shepherd.  (37)  Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few.  (38)  Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into His harvest." 

c.Mat 26:37-44  And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed.  (38)  Then He said to 
them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch 
with Me."  (39)  He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, 
saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as You will."  (40)  Then He came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping, and said to Peter, "What! Could you not watch with Me one 
hour?  (41)  Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak."  (42)  Again, a second time, He went away and 
prayed, saying, "O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I 
drink it, Your will be done."  (43)  And He came and found them asleep again, 
for their eyes were heavy.  (44)  So He left them, went away again, and 
prayed the third time, saying the same words. 
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d.Joh 20:13-17  Then they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She 
said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid Him."  (14)  Now when she had said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.  
(15)  Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?" She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, "Sir, if You 
have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him 
away."  (16)  Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him, 
"Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher).  (17)  Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to 
Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say 
to them, 'I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and 
your God.' "...Mar 16:9  Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, 
He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven 
demons.  

e.Luk 10:17  Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in Your name."  

f.Joh 16:22  Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your 
heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you. 

g.Luk 24:52-53  And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy,  (53)  and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. 
Amen. 

4.Jesus is looking for friends who are in love.   

a.Son 5:16  His mouth is most sweet, Yes, he is altogether lovely. This is my 
beloved, And this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem! 

b.Luk 7:44-48  Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see 
this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she 
has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.  
(45)  You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet 
since the time I came in.  (46)  You did not anoint My head with oil, but this 
woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil.  (47)  Therefore I say to you, 
her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little 
is forgiven, loves little."  (48)  Then He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."   
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c.Joh 12:3-8  Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed 
the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled 
with the fragrance of the oil.  (4)  But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, who would betray Him, said,  (5)  "Why was this fragrant oil not 
sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?"...(7)  But Jesus said, 
"Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial.  (8)  For the poor you 
have with you always, but Me you do not have always." 

d.Joh 13:1-5  Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that 
His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having 
loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.  (2)  And 
supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him,  (3)  Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was 
going to God,  (4)  rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel 
and girded Himself.  (5)  After that, He poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was 
girded (6)Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are 
You washing my feet?"  (7)  Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am 
doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this."  (8)  Peter said 
to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash 
you, you have no part with Me."  (9)  Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my 
feet only, but also my hands and my head!"...Joh 13:15-17  For I have given 
you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.  (16)  Most 
assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who 
is sent greater than he who sent him.  (17)  If you know these things, blessed 
are you if you do them. 

e.Joh 13:34-35  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  (35)  By this all 
will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

f.Joh 21:15-18  So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to 
Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My 
lambs."  (16)  He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said 
to him, "Tend My sheep."  (17)  He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of 
Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third 
time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You 
know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.  (18)  Most 
assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and 
walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish." 
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g.Joh 14:23  Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will 
keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and 
make Our home with him.  

h.Joh 17:26  And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that 
the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them."  

C.Concluding Thought: Many friends will betray Jesus.   

1.One whom Scripture Prophesies would be Jesus friend, fully betrays Him. 
Consider the pain of Jesus experience.  

a.Psa 55:12-14  For it is not an enemy who reproaches me; Then I could bear 
it. Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me; Then I 
could hide from him.  (13)  But it was you, a man my equal, My companion 
and my acquaintance.  (14)  We took sweet counsel together, And walked to 
the house of God in the throng. 

b.Psa 41:9  Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my 
bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.  

c.Mat 26:48-50  Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "Whomever 
I kiss, He is the One; seize Him."  (49)  Immediately he went up to Jesus and 
said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed Him.  (50)  But Jesus said to him, "Friend, 
why have you come?" Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took Him. 

d.Mat 24:12  And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will 
grow cold.  

e.2Th 2:3  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come 
unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of 
perdition,  

f.Mat 7:21-23  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  (22)  
Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 
name?'  (23)  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from 
Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 
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g.1Co 8:3  But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.  

h.Son 8:6-7  Set me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm; For 
love is as strong as death, Jealousy as cruel as the grave; Its flames are 
flames of fire, A most vehement flame.  (7)  Many waters cannot quench love, 
Nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love All the wealth of his 
house, It would be utterly despised. 
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