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I. Unprecedented Pressure


A. As we look to 2018, something the Spirit is emphasizing is the need for clarity, conviction, 
and courage so that in days of unprecedented pressure and compromise we can stand firm, 
unto standing unashamed before the Son of Man.


B. Days of unprecedented pressure are coming, both external (judgement) & internal 
(temptation). Jesus in the Olivet discourse gives us the most extensive descriptions of the 
last days. How will we respond as those approaching this final period of history? 


1. Mat 24:12  Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold. (NLT) 


2. Luk 21:26  men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things 
which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 


3. Mar 13:19  For in those days there will be tribulation, such as has not been since the 
beginning of the creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be. 20  And 
unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's 
sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days. 


C. Enduring times like this will require us to have a vibrant relationship with the Lord that 
empowers us to endure. Jesus admonishes the disciples who will face such circumstances 
to stand firm in the face of them, so they may stand unashamed before the Son of Man. 


1. Luk 21:16  You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and 
they will put some of you to death. 17  And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. 
18  But not a hair of your head shall be lost. 19  By your patience possess your souls. 


a) Luk 21:19  By standing firm, you will win your souls. (NLT) 


2. Luk 21:34  "But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with 
carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 
35  For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36  
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these 
things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (NKJV)


D. How can we stay true to our convictions in the everyday pressures of life, unto standing firm 
in times of heightened pressure. Lets look at what the Lord told Joshua as he prepared to 
enter into battle.


1. Jos 1:7  Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses 
gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you 
will be successful in everything you do. 8  Study this Book of Instruction continually. 
Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only 
then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. (NLT)  

a) Clarity - “Study this book of instruction…” 

b) Conviction - “Obey everything…” 

c) Courageous Action - “Succeed in all you do…” 

II. The Need for Clarity 
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A. Jesus knew exactly who he was (and whose He was), and consequently had the clarity to 
resist temptation and ultimately suffer in obedience to God’s will. Jesus had clarity on both 
his identity and his assignment. Jesus could only do what He did, because he first knew 
who He was. Success in our assignments flow out of confidence in our identity. 


1. Luk 3:22  And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a 
voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well 
pleased.”…Luk 4:3  And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God…


2. Mat 20:18  "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed 
to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, 19  and 
deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify. And the third day He 
will rise again." 


3. Joh 13:3  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that 
He had come from God and was going to God, 4  rose from supper and laid aside His 
garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 


III. Resolving in our Convictions


A. We must resolve to do what is right in the time before the pressure is fully on, so when we 
are in the midst of trials our mind is already made up to remain steadfast. God’s grace 
meets us in our resolve. 


1. Isa 50:6  I offered my back to those who beat me and my cheeks to those who pulled 
out my beard. I did not hide my face from mockery and spitting. 7  Because the 
Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore, I have set my face like a 
stone, determined to do His will. And I know that I will not be put to shame.  (NLT) 


2. Luk 9:51  Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that 
He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem,  

IV. Taking Courageous Action


A. When the moment comes we must step forward in courage and face whatever hardships 
are entailed. Jesus was free from the fear of death, and that freedom empowered Jesus to 
face his own natural death with incredible courage. 


1. Joh 18:3  Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the 
chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. 4  Jesus 
therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward and said to 
them, "Whom are you seeking?" 5  They answered Him, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said 
to them,  "I am He." And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them. 6  Now when 
He said to them, "I am He," they drew back and fell to the ground. 7  Then He asked 
them again, "Whom are you seeking?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8  Jesus 
answered, "I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their 
way," 


B. Acts of courage inspire others to heroic feats. Jesus courage was reproduced in the lives of 
his disciples. Acts 4:13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they 
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men 
had been with Jesus.


